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A proposed drawing of the boundaries for a Business Improvement Association (BIA), which would be located in Cooksville. The by- 
law, approved by Mississauga’s general committee Wednesday, would be established early next year. (submitted Photo) 


After years of discussions, 
Cooksville is finally set to get a boost 
to local business by establishing an 
important association. 

Mississauga approved the creation 
of a by-law during their regular gen- 
eral committee meeting yesterday to 
create a Business Improvement Asso- 
ciation (BIA) in Cooksville, after 
Ward 7 Councillor Dipika Damerla 
pushed for the establishment of a 
local association at a town hall earlier 
this summer. 

The BIA would bring additional eco- 
nomic and tourism opportunities to 


the area, said Damerla during her 
presentation at yesterday's meeting, 
following in the footsteps of other vil- 
lages within the city that have estab- 
lished one, including Malton, Port 
Credit, Streetsville and Clarkson. 
BIAs are self-funded organizations 
that utilize levies to provide services 
and projects to promote local busi- 
ness, such as events, beautification 
and maintenance. 

“Establishing a BIA in Cooksville 
will create a hub where business and 
community can grow prosperously 
together to benefit all who live, work 
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and visit the area," Damerla said 
Wednesday, referring to the work of 
volunteers, residents, city staff and a 
steering committee put together ear- 
lier thus year, headed by local busi- 
ness owner Steven Smith. 

The by-law, which will be formally 
voted on by Council at next week's 
meeting, would see the BIA estab- 
lished by early next year, with a pro- 
posed budget of approximately 
$350,000 for its first year of opera- 
tion. 
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City staff were directed 
by Council at Wednesday's 
meeting to draft the by-law 
and provide technical sup- 
port to the steering com- 
mittee. “Our focus is to 
continue to shape and 
build neighbourhoods that 
are inclusive and vibrant,” 
said the city's planning 
commissioner, Andrew 
Whittemore. 

The boundaries for the 
area would run from 
Hurontario Street at Flo- 
radrive up to the land 
around Cooksville GO Sta- 
tion (ner Kirwin Avenue) 
in the north, and on Dun- 
das Street from Cawthra 


Road to Confederation 
Parkway. 
Earlier this summer, 


Damerla said during a 
town hall meeting that she 
envisioned the Hurontario 
and Dundas area as “a des- 
tination place where peo- 
ple come not only to shop, 
but also to enjoy.” 

To that end, the Ward 7 
councillor, along with a 
group of local restaurants 
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and an event committee, 
organized and held the in- 
augural Taste of Cooksville 
event, which saw Dundas 
closed down between 
Hurontario and Camilla 
Road for a street party. The 
event saw nearly 10,000 
participants visit over the 
course of the afternoon. 

The cost of the levy 
hasn’t been decided yet, 
but will be determined by 
the BIA next year, Damerla 
indicated during her com- 
ments on Wednesday. The 
levy used to support the 
BIA will be collected from 
its members. 

Approximately 230 BIAs 
are active throughout the 
province, according to fig- 
ures provided by the On- 
tario Business 
Improvement Association. 
Brampton currently has a 
BIA which is located in its 
downtown core. In Cale- 
don, Bolton maintains its 
own BIA, and will be hold- 
ing its annual general 
meeting on Nov. 27 at the 
Albion Bolton Community 
Centre. 
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Damerla talks potential for Cooksville BIA 


Local business owners and councillors cut the ribbon during the inaugural Taste of Cooksville event, held on Sep. 22, which saw tens of 
thousands of residents flock to the Hurontario and Dundas area. A by-law to approve the proposed Cooksville BIA, which goes before 
Mississauga Council next week, would permit the organization to begin operating by next year, and provide services and promotion 
for local business owners through economic development and maintenance initiatives, as well as promotion for the local area. (Inset) 
Ward 7 Councillor Dipika Damerla and BIA steering committee member Steven Smith. (Submitted) 


No violation of conduct for Iannicca, commissioner rules 


by Alex Gregory 


Peel Regional Council will 
convene this morning to 
hear a report written by 
Mississauga's integrity com- 
missioner stating that Re- 
gional Chair Nando Iannicca 
did not violate conduct 
codes in commissioning a fi- 
nancial impact report re- 
lated to the province's 
regional reform review. 

The matter relates to a 
complaint Ward 5 Missis- 
sauga councillor Carolyn 
Parrish leveled against Ian- 
nicca in Mar. 2019, alleging 
that he had commissioned a 
$325,000 report to examine 
the financial impact of a 
change to the regional struc- 
ture without putting it be- 
fore Regional Council for 
approval. The report in 
question, prepared by De- 
loitte and Watson and Asso- 
ciates, stated that the cost of 
amalgamating Peel Region 
could surpass $676 million 
over the next decade, while 
the hit to taxpayers could 


PGR 


surpass more than $1 billion 
if the decision was made to 
separate the municipalities. 

According to Principles In- 
tegrity, a Toronto-based 
firm which acts for Missis- 
sauga in the role of Integrity 
Commissioner, the report in 
question was brought up 
and initiated by senior 
staffers at the region before 
it was brought to Iannicca's 
attention and approval. The 
report was subsequently re- 
vealed to councillors by 
Brampton Mayor Patrick 
Brown on Mar. 28, which 
sets off a series of argu- 
ments over Regional Council 
not being consulted over the 
matter sooner. 

Parrish went on to file the 
complaint against Iannicca 
in late March, saying that he 
had controvened a regional 
procurement by-law by ap- 
proving the report without 
first seeking council ap- 
proval. Parrish subsequently 
said at the Apr. 25 regular 


meeting that Iannicca had 
"circumvented" the will of 
Council, and unsuccessfully 
pushed for the region to 
pass a motion barring it 
from discussing any matters 
related to regional gover- 
nance, which was shot down 
by councillors for being im- 
possible to enforce. 

The Integrity Commis- 
sioner's report also stated 
that Deloitte was told not to 
correspond with other mu- 
nicipalities in the region be- 
fore the existence of the 
report was revealed. 

Iannicca would later go on 
to state that he only shared 
the report with Brown when 
the latter asked if back- 
ground material had been 
prepared for the governance 
review, and said he sup- 
ported keeping the region 
the way it was. 

“Is it the best model we 
have? Yes,” Iannicca told 
council at the Apr. 25 meet- 
ing. 


Wedding Receptions 
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The region's procurement 
by-law states that its chief 
financial officer can approve 
up to $250,000 without the 
approval of council. The 
final estimate for the finan- 
cial impact report was ini- 
tially set below that 
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threshold, but the presence 
of Watson and Associates 
pushed the pricetag up past 
the $250,000 line, said the 
report. 

Both Parrish and Ward 9 
Councillor Pat Saito pushed 
Mississauga to request more 


autonomy from Regional 
Council at last week's regu- 
lar city council meeting, ad- 
vocating for putting more 
pressure on the province to 
re-examine the issue of the 
city's requested separation. 
- With PWN Files 
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Why guns are on our streets - and what we can do 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 


“You only have to watch 
any of the many U.S. tele- 
vision stations we get here 
in Canada to know that 
gun violence continues to 
take a toll on daily life ina 
big city. For the many 
years I’ve spent watching 
these broadcasts, I won- 
dered - just how long 
would it take to finally be- 
come a reality here in our 
Canada?” 

The preceding quote was 
written over 30 years ago 
by a very naive future pub- 
lisher, who is now watch- 
ing this go on and on right 
here in our communities. 

Crime and gun crime are 
nothing new - it has gone 
on since the dawn of time. 
There still seems to be two 
kinds of criminals - the 
robbers and the drug deal- 
ers. The robbers generally 
don’t like to get caught, 
and the drug dealers think 
they’ll never get caught. 


Organization of the drug 
dealing world brings in 
new recruits, who are 
armed and work the 
streets, constantly protect- 
ing their own dealer’s ter- 
ritory. This seems to be 
where we get into trouble, 
because when one dealer 
steps on the other dealer’s 
area, someone inevitably 
gets shot, and this is what 
we end up seeing on radio 
and television. 

The method of ending 
this cycle of crime is sim- 
ple - [Place answer here]. 

While we may look to 
our local police depart- 
ment as the front line solu- 
tion, it is going to take a lot 
more of an effort to make 
any difference for the fu- 
ture. 

Our four levels of gov- 
ernment here in Peel Re- 
gion need to address this 
as a major problem. 

If it’s not stopped or 
drastically reduced to the 
point of it being a rare oc- 
currence, people will not 
want to come to our com- 


munities and will begin to 
move out. 

What action can they 
takem? There are two 
steps that seem the most 
pressing. 

First, tackle the immedi- 
ate problem. It seems that 
the individuals being shot 
as a result of gun warfare 
are mostly in their teens. 

We need to give those 
kids options to keep them 


, 


away from the influence of 
crime, and we need to ed- 
ucate kids and parents to 
keep them on a path that 
ends up benefiting our 
community, not tearing it 
apart. 

Secondly, an all-out war 
on drugs and dealers. Let 
us be the one community 
that takes charge of our 
own destiny. The only way 
for this to happen is for the 


four levels of government 
to give the police unprece- 
dented access to the fi- 
nances to get this job done. 
Whether it’s task forces or 
feet on the ground, they all 
cost money. 

Now is the time to spend 
money on this problem. If 
we don’t spend it now, the 
cost will be far greater 
down the road. 


Province makes push for red tape reduction 


Small businesses in Peel 
will soon benefit from a 
host of incentives aimed 
at cutting red tape, the 
province’s finance minis- 
ter said Tuesday during a 
scheduled stop in Bramp- 
ton. 

Salon 247 in Bramp- 
ton’s downtown core was 
front-and-centre as Min- 
ister of Finance Rod 
Phillips and local MPP 
Prabmeet Sarkaria spoke 
about a number of goals 
they are hoping will at- 
tract new customers and 
eliminate extraneous reg- 
ulations. 

"Small businesses are 
the backbone of our 
economy and that is why 
the government is creat- 
ing the conditions for a 
competitive business en- 
vironment by delivering 
on a key campaign com- 
mitment to provide tax 
relief to small _busi- 
nesses," said Phillips dur- 
ing the event. 

The announcement 
comes on the heels of the 
province’s 2019 Eco- 


nomic Outlook, which 
seeks to reduce corporate 
tax rates for small busi- 
nesses from 3.5 per cent 
to 3.2 per cent, which 
would kick in on Jan. 1, 
2020. Additionally, the 
plan calls for tax relief 
measures to _ benefit 
275,000 businesses of 
various sizes throughout 
the province. 

Cancelling the cap-and- 
trade carbon tax, sup- 
porting Workplace Safety 
and Insurance Board 
(WSIB) premium reduc- 
tions and preventing an 
increase in minimum 
wage would save small 
businesses $2 billion next 
year, said Phillips. 

Currently, small busi- 
nesses make up 98 per 
cent of all businesses in 
the province and account 
for a third of all private 
sector jobs. 

Sarkaria, who serves as 
the province’s Associate 
Minister for Small Busi- 
ness and Red Tape Re- 
duction, said that it made 
since to hold the event at 


Salon 247, as_ the 
province plans to exempt 
hairdressers and barber 
shops from maintaining a 
record of the contact in- 
formation of their 
cstomers and having a 
dedicated space for main- 
taining tools, an “unnec- 
essary burden” when 
compared to other busi- 
nesses. 

"I couldn't be happier 
for Ontario's businesses 
that create jobs and op- 


portunities for  hard- 
working Ontario fami- 
lies," said Associate 
Minister Sarkaria, noting 
that their plan for the 
Better for People, 
Smarter for Business Act 
is aimed at saving $338 
million for local busi- 


nesses. 

The government will 
also consult with indus- 
try and business leaders 
in the coming months to 
inform the development 


and implementation of 
an Ontario Small Busi- 
ness Success Strategy, 
said Phillips. The consul- 
tations will provide busi- 
ness owners the 
opportunity to directly 
tell the government 
about what matters most 
to them, and what addi- 
tional steps the govern- 
ment can take to help 
their businesses flourish 
and grow. 
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Cherry’s remarks go beyond “the scope of the game” 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Outspoken host Don Cherry 
was under the microscope yet 
again after he sparked an- 
other controversy over the 
weekend — and these ones 
aren't even directed toward 
players. 

On Saturday's "Coach's 
Corner" segment, Cherry dis- 
cussed poppies, the official 
symbol of remembrance for 
Canadian veterans and those 
who served during times of 
war. The poppy is usually 
worn in the two weeks lead- 
ing up to Remembrance Day 
on Nov. 11. 

While discussing the topic, 
and how he believes not 
many are being worn, Cherry 
called out immigrants for not 
buying poppies or wearing 
them. 

These remarks put in mo- 
tion yet another controversial 
night for the longtime TV 
personality - one that would 
ultimately lead to him sever- 
ing ties with his employer. 

"You people love our way of 
life, you love our milk and 
honey. At least you could pay 
a couple of bucks for a poppy 
or something like that," 
Cherry said on the segment. 
"These guys pay for your way 


of life that you enjoy in 
Canada. These guys pay the 
highest price." Sportsnet, 
which produces Hockey 
Night in Canada, released the 
following statement on Sun- 
day: "Don's discriminatory 
comments are offensive, and 
they do not represent our val- 
ues and what we stand for as 
a network. We have spoken 
with Don about the severity 
of this issue, and we sincerely 
apologize for these divisive 
remarks." 

Meanwhile, Brampton 
Councillor Gurpreet Singh 
Dhillon responded to the sit- 
uation on social media and 
during interviews at a an 
event in Mississauga on Sun- 
day. 

“I'm done trying to explain 
to people like @Coach- 
sCornerDC that yes, we too 
are Canadian, and that "us 
people" also sacrificed for the 
same freedom for all, side by 
side with other brave sol- 
diers, even though we our- 
selves weren't afforded the 
equal opportunities and free- 
doms,” Dhillon wrote on 
Twitter Sunday. 

Cherry has since suggested 
that he would have been al- 
lowed to stay with Sportsnet 
after making his derided 
comments, had he decided to. 

"IT could've stayed on if I 
wanted to and _ knuckled 
under and turned into a sim- 
ple, but that's not my style," 
Cherry said Monday night in 
an interview with Toronto 


< The Compass 


radio station Newstalk 1010. 

The day before, Cherry said 
that he “(knew) what I said 
and I meant it. Everybody in 
Canada should wear a poppy 
to honour our fallen sol- 
diers.” 

Cherry was fired on Re- 
membrance Day, nearly 40 
years after he began working 
for "Hockey Night in 
Canada," as part of the fallout 
from Saturday night's broad- 
cast. 

The comments from Cherry 
and Sportsnet ignited a 
firestorm of discussion on- 
line and in the media, with 
many criticizing the broad- 
caster for making the deci- 
sion and others chastizing 
Cherry’s remarks. 

Online commentators have 
pointed out that Cherry’s 
comments ignored the fact 
that immigrants who’ve 
come to Canada likely have 
relatives in other parts of the 
world who served in past 
wars. 

Mississauga Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie, speaking about the 
issue to media during an 
event at Heritage Missis- 
sauga’s The Grange property, 
also called his comments "de- 
spicable." 

"We're proud of diverse 
cultural heritage, and we'll 
always stand up for it," she 
said on Twitter. "New immi- 
grants enrich our country for 
the better. We're all Canadi- 
ans and wear our poppies 
proudly." 


Cherry is not only known 
for making comments about 
immigrants, but in the past, 
he has been known for going 
beyond the scope of his game 
and making more objection- 
able comments. 

Regarding this past week- 
end’s comments, it would be 
logical to clarify two points 
here. First, Remembrance 
Day is not the jurisdiction of 
a particular community, but 
rather a common Heritage 
Day for all Canadians. 

It is a day when thousands 
of sacrificed veterans are re- 
membered. Second, immi- 
grants from different parts of 
the world are immigrating to 
Canada and integrating into 
their lives, which takes time 
to complete, just as it takes 
time to achieve success in 
any stage of life. It happens. 

Individuals like Cherry 
should not use the occasion 


why immigrants behave in 
particular social, political, 
and cultural situations. 

There is no need to do a 
Ph.D. to make such an under- 
standing, but it is more than 
enough to live your life with 
clarity and dedication. 

When it comes to Remem- 
brance Day, we need to keep 
in mind not only those veter- 
ans sacrificed their lives but 
their problems, as well as the 
difficulties they face at the 
time to protect the country 
and world peace. These brave 
men, who spend most of 
their precious years in serv- 
ice, retire at an average age 
of 38. 

Many Canadians falsely be- 
lieve that most Canadian 
Forces (CF) veterans retire 
with full pensions get so 
many benefits, After 20 years 
of service, a new survey re- 
veals. The survey was con- 


per cent of Canadian Forces 
retire with pensions, while a 
strong majority of survey re- 
spondents believed that at 
least half retire with full pen- 
sion eligibility. 

The veterans believe they 
should receive “both military 
and CPP pension," but they 
don't. 

In a poll conducted by The 
Angus Reid yesterday, 80 per 
cent of Canadians said that 
the Government should pro- 
vide more facilities to the vet- 
erans. 

The Liberal Party promised 
in 2015 that the problems 
faced by the former veterans, 
especially on pensions, would 
be resolved on a priority 
basis, but could not be done. 

The Government now has 
the opportunity to rectify this 
mistake. Going to court for 
the rights of former veterans 
will not be proud moments 


like Remembrance Day toex- ducted by the for the Canadian Government 
press frustration within Commissionaires, a non- and for the Canadians, but 
themselves, but rather to de- _ profit organization. they can result in real 
velop an understanding of The reality is that only 30 change. 

Gurpreet Singh Dhillon @ @gurpreetdhillon - Nov 9 Vv 


¥. 


I'm done trying to explain to people like @CoachsCornerDC that yes we too 
are Canadian, and that “us people" also sacrificed for the same freedom for 


all, side by side with other brave soldiers, even though we ourselves weren't 
afforded the same opportunities and freedoms. 


FP) Eduardo Razo @ eddierazo - Nov 9 
ICYMI here's Don Cherry being a POS by shaming immigrants for not 


buying poppies 
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we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
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Chief announces plans to reopen 
Malton police station 


A Malton-based community police station 
is back on the cards. 

Peel Police Chief Nishan Duraiappah an- 
nounced Wednesday morning at Missis- 
sauga’s regular general committee meeting 
that the force will reopen a community 
branch in Westwood Square, following 
months of advocacy by residents and politi- 
cians to bring the station back in the wake 
of gun violence and shootings that rocked 
the area. 

“Appreciated the opportunity to speak to 
Council today... looking forward to working 
together for the betterment of the commu- 
nity,” Duraiappah said after his presenta- 
tion, which indicated that the station would 
reopen in the Square with a “bigger foot- 
print”, after it was closed last year as part 
of a series of budgetary changes in the 
force. 

The area attracted undue attention this 
sumer when 17 year-old Jonathan Davis, a 
student at Lincoln M. Alexander Secondary 
School, was struck and killed by gunfire 


near the corner of Darcel Avenue and Morn- 
ing Star Drive on Sep. 14, during an “am- 
bush” by several suspects against a group of 
residents filming a music video. 

The incident resulted in several others 
being shot, including a 13 year-old who was 
struck and injured by a bullet when she 
went to her family's first floor apartment 
window to see what was happening. 

The violent shooting prompted calls from 
Malton councillor Carolyn Parrish and Mis- 
sissauga Mayor Bonnie Crombie to rally for 
increased police support, as the site of the 
closed community station was only 150 me- 
tres from the site of the incident. 

“(Duraiappah) decided, after 3 hours in 
the community, it had to be done,” Parrish 
said in response to the Chief’s presentation 
yesterday morning in a social media post. 
“He listens, looks and delivers! Thank you!” 

More information about the reopening of 
the station will be revealed in the near fu- 
ture, said Duraiappah. 
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Budget season approaches as proposed 
plans revealed 


Transit funding, road 
maintenance and growth- 
related projects are just 
some of the _ initiatives 
being proposed as Peel’s 
three municipalities make 
plans to roll out their an- 
nual budgets. 

Mississauga released its 
proposed 2020 - 2023 
Business Plan and 2020 
Budget on Monday, which 
would see a 3.84 per cent 
residential property tax in- 
crease for residents to keep 
city services operating at 
their current levels. 

The budget, which will go 
to a dedicated committee 
Monday morning for one of 
several planned consulta- 
tions, is currently set at 
$538.7 million, an increse 
of $27.8 million over last 
year’s budget. 

Funds generated by the 
budget would support 
major endeavours, such as 
continued service on 
MiWay transit lines, main- 
tenance for the city’s road 
network, park mainte- 
nance, library services and 
recreational programs, 
along with an investment 
of $4.6 million towards a 
number of new services, 
including adoption of the 


Vision Zero road safety 
framework, support for 
cultural grant programs 
and an additional 32,600 
hours of service for MiWay. 

Caledon also released its 
proposed 2020 Budget on 
Monday, which will go to- 
wards Town Council for 
approval on Dec. 17. 

The Town’s proposed 
budget features a _ total 
project cost of $79,463,416, 
with planned upgrades for 
roads, Town Hall improve- 
ments, various expansions 
and upgrades to local com- 
munity centres, and play- 
ground and park 
improvements as some of 
the listed expenditures. 


The Town will show off 
the proposed budget dur- 
ing its next general com- 
mittee meeting on Nov. 19, 
with planned open houses 
and consultations to garner 
feedback from the commu- 
nity. 

Brampton’s proposed 
budget is currently being 
worked on, the city said 
earlier this fall, and that 
discussions on service re- 
views are _ tentatively 
scheduled to begin on Nov. 
25. 

Keep 


watching Peel 


Weekly News for additional 
coverage on budget delib- 
erations throughout Peel 
Region. 


TOWN OF CALEDON 


BOLTON LINE 


A transit service for Bolton 


Know when the bus arrives. 
To download the app, visit: 
caledon.ca/transit 


Operated by: 


Voyago 


Under contract with the Town ef Caledon 


: 
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The Good and Bad of a Former Green Party Leader 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Elizabeth May, leader of 
Canada's Green Party, made 
waves last week when she 
announced her resignation 
from the party leadership. 

Although she has been re- 
ferring to this for quite 
some time, she made a re- 
markable surprise by re- 
signing before the new 
Parliament is formed. Espe- 
cially because the Green 
Party's performance in the 
recent federal election has 
been the best ever, with 
three MPs elected to Ot- 
tawa. 

This performance matters 
a lot in Canada's ongoing 
campaign for environmen- 
tal protection, especially as 
the United Nations' Paris 
Agreement on _ Climate 
Change is underway world- 
wide. 

May, 64, has been the 
leader of the Green Party 
since 2006 and the MP from 
the Saanich—Gulf Islands in 
British Columbia since 2011. 
In this way, she is credited 
with being the longest-serv- 
ing female leader of a polit- 
ical party in Canada. 

As a lawyer who immi- 
grated to Connecticut with 
her parents from childhood 
in the United States, May 


If Sajjan can survive for his “wrong words”, so can Cher 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


I am an immigrant who 
has lived in Canada for the 
last 30 years. 

As a Canadian and as an 
immigrant, many times, if 
just one Sikh Indian immi- 
grant did something wrong 
or shameful, as soon I go 
around town, I would hear 
words like "you people" in 
response. It was like a nail 
in my heart. 

I call Canada is my home 
now, as my kids were born 
and grew up here. I never 
looked back and thought 
about going back to India 
and living over there. In the 
last 30 years, I just went to 
India only once. 

I’ve blended myself into 
the Canadian Culture, not 
by my look, but by heart, 
and that "love for country is 
part of my faith." 

I celebrate Canadian cul- 
ture and all its events, such 
as Canada Day, Christmas, 
Halloween, Thanksgiving 


also earned a degree in the- 
ology from Ottawa Univer- 
sity. In fact, one of her goals 
was to serve the church for 
religious education after a 
lifetime of work for the en- 
vironment. 

Although the Green Party 
was founded in 1983, it be- 
came known only after May 
became the leader, espe- 
cially after she was elected 
to parliament. The result of 
her hard work is that in 
2012, she was awarded the 
prestigious 'Parliamentar- 
ian of the Year' award or- 
ganized by  Maclean’s 
Magazine and L’Actualité, 
while being honored for 
being the most hard work- 
ing MP in 2013 and the best 
speaker in 2014. 

In May's favor, it can be 
argued that she influenced 
voters in the debate over the 
political leaders in English 
during the federal elections 
this year. She also helped to 
pass a bill to draft the Na- 
tional Framework on the 
Prevention of Disease. 

May's call for the Green 
Party to work on non-vio- 
lence, social justice, respect 
for diversity and the path to 
ecological diversity can be 
said of herself as well. 


and Remembrance Day, and 
I proudly wear a poppy 
every November too. 

On Saturday's "Coach's 
Corner" segment, Don 
Cherry discussed poppies, 
the official symbol of re- 
membrance for Canadian 
veterans and those who 
served during times of war. 

While discussing the 
topic, and how he believes 
not many are being worn, 
Cherry called out immi- 
grants for not buying pop- 
pies or wearing them. These 
remarks put in motion yet 
another controversial night 
for the longtime TV person- 
ality. 

"You people love, they 
come here, whatever it is, 
you love our way of life, you 
love our milk and honey. 
The least you could pay a 
couple of bucks for a poppy 
or something like that," 
Cherry said on the segment. 
"These guys pay for your 


However, she also courted 
controversy by speaking out 
without being thoroughly 
informed on many issues. 
During the recent election, 
she criticized Conservative 
Party leader Andrew Scheer 
for why he held dual citizen- 
ship of the United States. 
Later, it was revealed that 
May did not even renounce 
her American citizenship. 

At the Parliamentary 
Press Gallery's dinner in 
Gatineau, Quebec on May 9, 
2015, May was recorded on 
video in front of an audi- 
ence stating, "Welcome 
back, Omar Khadr. It mat- 
ters to say it. Welcome back, 
Omar Khadr. You're home", 
in reference to Omar Khadr, 
a convicted child soldier. 

Later, she said that Khadr 
had “more class than the 
whole f****** cabinet," be- 
fore being escorted off the 
stage by Transportation 
Minister Lisa Raitt. Early in 
her speech, she also ques- 
tioned why no-one else had 
mentioned the event was 
being held on First Nations 
territory, asking "What the 
f*** is wrong with the rest 
of you?" 

May later blamed her ac- 
tions on fatigue and insisted 


way of life that you enjoy in 
Canada. These guys pay the 
highest price." 

Brampton councillor Gur- 
preet SIngh Dhillon said 
that Cherry’s remarks were 
“offensive” and that immi- 
grants “sacrificed for the 
same freedom for all, side 
by side with other brave sol- 
diers, even though we our- 
selves weren't afforded the 
equal opportunities and 
freedoms.” 

I agree and disagree with 
Councilor Dhillon’s  re- 
marks. 

I learned the value of the 
country and those who sac- 
rificed their lives for this 
country and its freedom, 
and understand the value 
immigrants have played in 
shaping our destiny. 

However, I also disagree 
on one point. Cherry is ab- 
solutely right to say that 
“the five fingers are not 
equal”. Not everyone blends 


she hadn't had too much to 
drink. 

"] didn't have a lot of 
wine," May said at the time, 
"but it may have hit me 
harder than I thought it 
would." When questioned if 
she should resign, May re- 
sponded that "a lot of peo- 
ple have given bad press 
gallery speeches and have 
gone on to be Prime Minis- 
ter or gone on to lead other 
aspects of their lives. Time 
will tell." 

May was quick to admit 
that her remarks at the din- 
ner were a poor attempt at 
comedy. However, she said 
they shouldn't detract from 
her political track record. 

In Oct. 2014, May sent out 
a series of tweets defending 
CBC radio host Jian Ghome- 
shi, who faced allegations 
from three women that al- 
leged was physically violent 
to them without their con- 
sent during sexual encoun- 
ters. 

“T think Jian is wonderful 
Likely for an old fogey like 
me, but his private life is 
none of our beeswax," May 
wrote. "I have known Jian 
and something at work here 
doesn't make sense. Inno- 
cent until proven guilty.” 


themselves into a new cul- 
ture and law of the country 
they emigrate to. They only 
learn one word, "freedom", 
but they forget the part 
about respecting and hon- 
ouring the country’s faith 
and culture. 

Cherry's way of passing 
the message was not wrong 
at all, but his lousy choice of 
words nailed it straight into 
the heart of the many immi- 
grants. Their feelings were 
hurt. 

Despite that, Iam going to 
stand with Don Cherry, and 
would like to see Hockey 
Night in Canada take him 
back. 

He is not a criminal. We 
all use wrong words at the 
wrong times, and so did 
Cherry. 

Our federal Defence Min- 
ister Harjit Sajjan, did it 
when he referred to himself 
as an “architect” of the 
Afghanistan military mis- 


When one user accused 
her of buying into "rape cul- 
ture," she replied, "As a fem- 
inist, I do not buy into rape 
culture." 

May later stated that she 
regretted defending Ghome- 
shi, stating that she had not 
yet read about the allega- 
tions of physical violence in 
the Toronto Star and that 
she was still "shaken up" by 
the Parliament Hill shoot- 


sion, “Operation Medusa”. 

Brigadier-General David 
Fraser, the top commander 
in the theatre at the time, 
referred to Sajjan in a letter 
as "one of the most remark- 
able people I have worked 
with." Fraser went on to say 
Sajjan "single-handedly 
changed the face of intelli- 
gence gathering and analy- 
sis in Afghanistan... jis 
analysis was so compelling 
that it drove several large- 
scale theatre-resourced ef- 
forts, including Operation 
Medusa ..." The general also 
said he directed his staff to 
ensure the armed forces to 
"capture his skillset" and 
would "seek his advice ..." 

What a difference the 
wrong article makes to the 
message. In grammar-land, 
an item is like an adjective 
in that articles modify 
nouns - for example, archi- 
tect. 

Sajjan apologized to the 


ings when she wrote the 
tweets. She never figured 
out why she was speaking 
in favor of Ghomeshi? 

Even her political oppo- 
nents admit that Elizabeth 
May is not an ordinary 
politician. The good thing is 
that she has not yet re- 
signed as MP, so that the 
Canadian Parliament will 
not be without her until 
next election. 


public, saying: "I made a 
mistake in describing my 
role. I wish to retract that 
description and apologize 
for it. “ 

That kind of praise from a 
top military official quali- 
fies Sajjan for "architect" 
status. But he didn't say he 
was "an architect". He said 
he was "the architect." Not 
on one occasion, but at least 
on two. One extra letter, but 
lots of additional meaning. 

Sajjan survived and kept 
his job, even though he used 
the wrong words at the 
wrong time. 

I think there is no differ- 
ence between his words and 
Don Cherry's. He must be 
taken back. 

Sajjan apologized for his 
wrong words. I think Cherry 
can do it too - and maybe, 
just maybe, put a more pos- 
itive spin on his message 
and be a better example for 
immigrants. 
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Former Premier set to be gifted Key to School board responds to lead 
the City at Brampton ceremony 


One of the country’s en- 
during public servants - 
who has been a lifelong res- 
ident of Brampton - will be 
honoured for his contribu- 
tions to the city later this 
month with a Key to the 
City presentation. 

Former Ontario Premier 
Bill Davis, who served in 
the role from 1971 - 1985, 
will receive the Key from 
Mayor Patrick Brown dur- 
ing a special ceremony at 
the Rose Theatre on Mon- 
day, Nov. 25. 

The event will be pre- 
ceded with a vehicle pro- 
cession which will travel up 
Main Street from the for- 
mer Premier’s home to the 
theatre, and the ceremony 
will include tributes from 
Davis’ former colleagues, 
local dignitaries and more, 
along with live entertain- 
ment and a post-show re- 
ception. 

Davis, who is one of the 
province’s most accom- 
plished Premiers, presided 
over a large number of ini- 
tiatives and projects, in- 
cluding free education for 


Catholic Secondary School 
students, support finalizing 
the 1982 Constitution Act, 
expansion of the provision 
of the Ontario Human 
Rights Code and much 
more. 

Affectionally referred to 
as “Brampton Billy”, Davis 
has received more than 18 
honorary degrees from var- 
ious institutions through- 
out the province and 
beyond, and continues to 
stay involved in local mat- 
ters through advisory roles 
at local organizations. 

Earlier this year, Davis 
was lauded for his work 
with the seniors’ housing 
group Revera Inc., which he 
has supported since 2001. 

“In Brampton, we have a 
profound sense of pride 
and accomplishment in 
Davis,” Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown told Peel 
Weekly News earlier this 
year. 

Brown spoke at length 
about Davis’ accomplish- 
ments, and said that many 
of the current educational, 
environmental and labour 


protection laws were put 
into effect under the “na- 
tion builder’s” watch. 

“It took a Premier with 
vision to say we need to 
protect the environment... 
when you think of Bramp- 
ton, you think of Bill,” said 
Brown. 

Davis told Peel Weekly 
News in April that he has 
tried to work to build hous- 
ing for seniors in the city, 
referring to his own strug- 
gles trying to find a retire- 
ment home for his late 
father, Albert Grenville 
Davis. 

“We didn’t have the level 
of support we needed for 
seniors in this town,” said 
Davis, who continues to 
serve as board chair emer- 
itus for the housing group. 

The Key to the City is a 
symbolic honour that the 
city bestows upon a highly 
valued member of the com- 
munity, or a celebrated or 
dignified guest of the City, 
who has made an impact 
on the lives of Bramptoni- 
ans. 

- With PWN Files 


levels in drinking water 


Recently, some news outlets have re- 
ported about lead levels found in drink- 
ing water in Ontario schools. 

It is important that we clarify that the 
Peel District School Board's test results 
shared in these articles are from the 
2016-17 and 2017-18 school years, and 
have already been resolved. All of our 
elementary and secondary schools are 
currently in compliance with require- 
ments of Ontario's Safe Drinking Water 
Act. 

The health and safety of our school 
communities is always a top priority, 
which is why we are thorough and dili- 
gent in our testing of lead in water 
sources. 

Each year, from May to October, we 
conduct tests in Peel schools to ensure 
that water for drinking and cooking is 
safe for students, staff and visitors. 

If flushed lead levels exceed provincial 
standards of 10 parts per billion (ppb), 
the fountain or tap is taken out of serv- 
ice immediately, and corrective actions 
are taken to resolve the issue. 

Please know that we will never return 
a fixture to service until its lead levels 
meet provincial requirements. 

Schools with lead levels above the 
provincial standard will inform families 


by sending home a letter or broadcast 
message. 

We take a proactive approach to test- 
ing and will always follow all provincial 
reporting requirements and corrective 
actions to ensure safe water in schools. 

We're proud to share that the Peel 
board has already completed manda- 
tory testing at all elementary schools, 
and completed the majority of testing 
at all secondary schools—two years in 
advance of the Ministry of the Environ- 
ment, Conservation and Parks deadline 
in Ontario Regulation 243/07. 

As we are ahead of schedule for 
mandatory lead testing, it may seem 
that we have more lead exceedences 
than other school boards. However, in 
most cases, we have completed more 
tests and have more facilities than other 
boards. 

As percentages, for the 2017-18 school 
year, our lead test scores were on par 
or better than the provincial average. 

We continue to be committed to pro- 
viding safe, healthy learning environ- 
ments for all students, staff and 
visitors. 


- Peel District School Board 


$25,000 reward for info 
about 2018 homicide 


Peel Police are offering a 
$25,000 reward for infor- 
mation regarding the 
homicide of a Brampton 
man who died nearly one 
year to this day. 

The Homicide and Miss- 
ing Persons Bureau told 
media outlets last week 
that it is putting up the re- 
ward for more informa- 
tion related to the Nov. 13, 
2018 death of 23 year-old 
Jason Ramkishun, a 
Brampton resident who 
was shot by an unknown 
assailant before the vehi- 
cle he was in crashed into 
a ditch on Highway 410 
near the Courtneypark 
Drive exit in Mississauga. 

The reward is for infor- 
mation that leads to the 
arrest, and conviction, of 
those responsible. 

Ramkishun was rushed 
to Sunnybrook Hospital, 
where he later succumbed 
to his injuries. 

On Nov. 20, 2018, 
shortly after 11 p.m., a 
male victim was driving 
his 2013 Honda Accord 
northbound on the 410 


just north of Derry Road 
when a vehicle pulled 
alongside him and un- 
known suspects started 
shooting. The victim’s ve- 
hicle was struck numer- 
ous times and he was hit 
by gunfire. The victim 
was able to drive himself 
to Brampton Civic Hospi- 
tal, and was later trans- 
ported to Sunnybrook for 
a gunshot wound. He has 
since recovered from his 
injuries. 

Investigators have de- 
termined that two 
firearms were used in the 
shooting on Nov. 20, 2018. 

Investigators are appeal- 
ing to the public who have 
information into these 
shootings to contact Peel 
Regional Police, Homicide 
and Missing Persons Bu- 
reau. Anyone with infor- 
mation relating to this 
investigation is asked to 
call investigators at the 
Homicide and Missing 
Persons Bureau at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 3205. 


Authorities looking for 


Father charged in murder 


leads after shooting 


Investigators from 21 Di- 
vision’s Criminal Investiga- 
tion Bureau are seeking the 
public’s assistance in rela- 
tion to a shooting that oc- 
curred in the Brampton. 

On Friday, Nov. 8 at 5:25 
p-m., acall from a residence 
was received for a man that 
had been shot. 

Investigation revealed the 
victim was driving in the 
area of Queen Street and 
Finchgate Boulevard at ap- 
proximately 5:05 p.m. when 
a vehicle came along and 
fired into the driver side. 
The unknown suspect fled 
the area in a red sedan. 

A 29 year-old man suf- 
fered a gunshot wound. He 
was later transported to a 


POLICE 


La 


trauma center, with a non 
life-threatening injury. The 
passenger of the vehicle 
was not injured. 

Police are asking the pub- 
lic to review any video or 
dashcam footage between 
the time of 5:00 p.m. to 
5:20 p.m. for the suspect ve- 
hicle, a red sedan. 

It was travelling south- 
bound on Finchgate Boule- 
vard from Queen Street to 
Clark Boulevard then to- 
ward Torbram Road or Bra- 
malea Road. 

Anyone with information 
relating to this investigation 
is asked to contact 21 Divi- 
sion’s Criminal Investiga- 
tion Bureau at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 2133. 


l\ 


of two sons 


A52 year-old Brampton 
man has been charged in 
connection with a pair of 
heinous murders that 
shocked Brampton last 
week. 

Peel Police reported last 
Thursday that they re- 
sponded to a medical assist 
call at 10:55 p.m. on Nov. 6 
in the Hiberton Crescent 
area. Upon arriving at the 
scene, investigators located 
the bodies of a 9 year-old 
boy and 12 year-old boy 
within the residence. 

Investigators from the 
Homicide and Missing Per- 
sons Bureau subsequently 
charged 52-year-old Bramp- 


ton resident Edwin Basti- 
das, the father of the two 
boys, in connection with the 
homicides. 

An investigation into the 
circumstances of what tran- 
spired within the residence 
is currently ongoing by in- 
vestigators from the Homi- 
cide and Missing Persons 
Bureau. 

Bastidas attended a bail 
hearing in Brampton court 
last Thursday. 

Anyone with information 
relating to this investigation 
is asked to contact the 
Homicide and Missing Per- 
sons Bureau at (905) 453- 
2121, ext. 3205. 
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Second Cup brews up new organizational structure 


A Mississauga-based cof- 
fee company will revamp 
its organizational structure 
and brand identity in a 
major corporate shakeup, it 
was announced Friday. 

Second Cup _ Limited, 
which operates its head of- 
fice on Airport Road, said 
in a statement that it will 
seek to rebrand as a new 
parent company, Aegis 
Brands Inc., with the Sec- 
ond Cup trademark becom- 
ing one of several brands 
owned and operated by the 
company. 

The move is still pending 
shareholder and Toronto 
Stock Exchange approval, 
but the move is set to re- 
energize the flagging coffee 
chain in the face of its com- 
petition. 

Second Cup, which 
opened its first location in 
1975, has faced debt issues 
and problems with fran- 
chisees in recent years. 

While the chain once 
boasted approximately 350 
locations throughout 
Canada at its peak, it has 
also had to deal with man- 


Trillium Health Partners 
Foundation has announced 
that it has appointed a new 
president and CEO, follow- 
ing the long-serving tenure 
of former president Steve 
Hoscheit. 

Caroline Riseboro, a non- 
profit veteran with more 
than 20 years of experience, 
will take the reins next year. 

Riseboro, the former pres- 
ident and CEO of Plan Inter- 
national Canada, was 
appointed after an extensive 
search process, the founda- 
tion said Tuesday. 

“(Riseboro) has the vision, 
leadership skills and 
fundraising prowess to lead 
the Foundation during this 
next crucial period of 
growth,” said Trillium 
Health Partners Foundation 
board chair Olga Giovan- 
niello. “Our success will be 


agement changes and debt 
issues. The company was 
bailed out from debt in 
2017. by yogurt chain 
Pinkberry, owned by the 
Serruya family. 

The company has also 
dealt with accusations by 
franchisees in recent years, 
with some alleging that 
money paid by franchises 
for advertising purposes 
wasn’t effectively utilized 
by the parent company. 

Steven Pelton, the cur- 
rent CEO and president of 
Second Cup, will also take 
on the role of CEO of Aegis, 
the company said in a 
statement. 

"We created Aegis with 
the vision of building a 
portfolio of amazing 
brands that can grow and 
flourish with access to our 
resources and expertise. 
We are committed to let- 
ting each company under 
the Aegis Brands umbrella 
operate as an independent 
brand, and to working with 
them to provide shared ex- 
pertise - and shared serv- 
ices - to help them thrive," 


key to realize the broader vi- 
sion of the hospital.” 

Riseboro succeeds 
Hoscheit, who helmed the 
foundation for 11 years. 

Riseboro previously trans- 
formed Plan International 
into one of the largest char- 
ities in the country, with an- 
nual revenues of $250 
million. She brings a num- 
ber of critical skills, includ- 
ing transformational giving, 
campaign development and 
leading sizable teams to suc- 
cess to the role, said the 
foundation. 

Prior to Plan, Riseboro 
held executive roles at 
CAMH (Centre for Addiction 
and Mental Health) Founda- 
tion and World Vision 
Canada. She holds several 
board positions, including 
as chair of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals, 


said Pelton. 

Currently, the company 
plans to convert the exist- 
ing Second Cup business to 
a wholly-owned subsidiary 
by next year, indicated Pel- 
ton. 

Aegis will also be looking 
at other acquisitions in dif- 
ferent sectors. Next year, 
the company plans to open 
two cannabis stores in Cal- 
gary, previously mentioned 
as a joint venture with Na- 
tional Access Cannabis, and 
are looking to expand into 
Ontario. 

Second Cup Chief Finan- 
cial Officer Ba Linh Le will 
become the Chief Financial 
Officer for the parent com- 
pany. 

The Company will seek 
shareholder approval to 
change its name to Aegis 
Brands at the Company's 
next Annual General Meet- 
ing in May 2020. 

For the change to go 
ahead, it will require ap- 
proval by two-thirds of 
votes cast at the meeting, 
as well as TSX approval. 


Greater Toronto Chapter. 

Riseboro is also a graduate 
of McGill University, Har- 
vard Business School’s Non- 
profit Leadership program 
and has been pursuing a 
Master of Philanthropy and 
Nonprofit Leadership from 
Carleton University. 

After two decades of pro- 
fessional commitment to the 
international development 
sector, Riseboro said she is 
shifting her sights to make 
the same kind of impact at 
home. 

“In my new role, I will 
raise the funds needed to 
reinvent one of the largest 
community academic hospi- 
tal in Canada. Trillium 
Health Partners will revolu- 
tionize the way health care 
is delivered - not only lo- 
cally but nationally,” Caro- 
line said. 


- 
Caroline Riseboro, as seen in an undated photo. (Submitted) 
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Building Ontario Together: 2019 Fall Economic Statement 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Autumn marks the re- 
lease of the annual Fall Eco- 
nomic Statement, which is 
an opportunity for govern- 
ments to update the public 
on Ontario’s finances be- 
tween budgets. 

Last week, Finance Minis- 
ter Rod Philips released the 
2019 Ontario Economic 
Outlook and Fiscal Review: 
A Plan to Build Ontario To- 
gether, this year’s Fall Eco- 
nomic Statement. This 
report is our latest update 
on our work on many key 
priorities. 

Since taking office in June 
2018, our government has 
been working diligently to 
get Ontario back on track 
and restore Ontarians’ trust 
in  government.Through 
this plan, we are creating 
an Ontario where life is 
more affordable, where 
people can get ahead with 
good jobs, and where busi- 
nesses are winning on the 
world stage. 

We _ are 
strategic 


also making 
investments in 


public services including 
transportation, health care, 
and education. And impor- 
tantly, we are committed to 
accomplishing these priori- 
ties while tackling the 
provincial deficit in a re- 
sponsible manner, ensuring 
that government works 
smarter to help you get 
ahead, and supporting our 
small business community. 

For the second year in a 
row, we are beating our 
deficit reduction targets. 
Ontario is projected to beat 
its deficit target for 2019- 
20 by $1.3 billion — reduc- 
ing the deficit to $9 billion 
from the 2019 Budget tar- 
get of $10.3 billion. 

While making steady 
progress to reduce the 
deficit, we are continuing to 
invest in services and infra- 
structure that Ontarians 
rely on every day. 

As a part of the Fall Eco- 
nomic Statement, we have 
also launched a “Smart 
Government” plan to bring 
inefficient and outdated 


government processes and 
services into the 21st cen- 


tury. 
For example, we will be 
delivering simpler and 


faster online transactions, 
including for renewing your 
driver’s license or getting 
your health card. In total, 
over ten million in-person 
Service Ontario transac- 
tions will be shifted to digi- 
tal channels so that you 
have access to the govern- 
ment services you need, 
when and where you need 
them. 

This will ensure that your 
government is working for 
you, and is spending your 
hard-earned tax dollars 
prudently. 

It is also important to cre- 
ate a climate that supports 
and attracts business in- 
vestment and job creation 
across the province. Small 
businesses are vital to the 
economic success of our 
province, and we are com- 
mitted to supporting them. 

In the Fall Economic 


Statement, we are propos- 
ing to reduce the small 
business Corporate Income 
Tax rate beginning on Jan. 
1, 2020. 

This would provide tax 
relief of up to $1,500 annu- 
ally to over 275,000 busi- 
nesses = from 


family-owned shops to in- 
novative start-ups, includ- 


ing the many here in Duf- 
ferin-Caledon. 

As a result of our govern- 
ment’s actions to date, On- 
tario's small business 
community will save $2.3 
billion in 2020. 

Restoring Ontario’s fiscal 
health does not happen 
overnight. However, our 
plan continues us on the 


path towards a balanced 
budget by 2023-24, while 
maintaining and making 
strategic investments in 
services and infrastructure 
that Ontarians rely on. 

To learn more about the 
Fall Economic Statement, 
visit sylviajonesmpp.ca or 
call my office at 1-800-265- 
1603. 


Maple Leat f goes carbon neutral in major global push 


Mississauga’s Maple Leaf 
Foods made waves last week 
when it announced that it will 
be pushing to meet emission 
sustainability targets as it 
seeks to become the first 
company in the world to go 
completely carbon neutral. 

The consumer meat pro- 
ducer, headquartered in the 
city’s north end, currently 
produces a selection of na- 
tional brands including Maple 
Leaf, Schneiders, Mina and 
Lightlife, and employs more 
than 11,500 people through- 
out Canada, the U.S. and Asia. 

The company said Thurs- 
day that it acknowledges the 
impact of the global food sys- 
tem on the environment and 
the urgent need for transfor- 
mative change to reduce 
global greenhouse gas emis- 
sions to zero. 

As a result, Maple Leaf will 
be pushing to “aggressively” 
reduce emissions by meeting 
targets consistent with the 
Paris Agreement on Climate 
Change, the company said in 
a statement. In doing so, it 
would become one of just 
three animal protein compa- 
nies in the world to set sci- 
ence based targets, approved 
by the international Science 
Based Target Initiative. 


"There is simply no more 
time to waste. The devastat- 
ing impact of climate change 
on our planet must be con- 
fronted head-on by business 
leaders with decisive and im- 
mediate action," Maple Leaf 
Foods president Michael Mc- 
Cain said. 

"The global food system 
must change dramatically if 
we are to sustainably feed the 
world's growing population. 
We recognize that producing 
nutrient-dense foods takes 
vital planetary resources, and 
we are staking our future on 
being carbon neutral today, 
and every day going for- 
ward." 

The company is aiming to 
reduce its environmental 
footprint by 50 per cent by 
2025 - an aggressive environ- 
mental target in the industry, 
said McCain. 

Since 2015, it has reduced 
over 86 million kilowatt 
hours of electricity - equal to 
12,912 passenger vehicles 
driven for one year -- and 
over 4.3 million m3 of natural 
gas, which equals annual en- 
ergy usage for 1,000 homes. 

Through its water conser- 
vation efforts, Maple Leaf has 
also reduced water usage by 
over 1.2 billion liters. 


As part of becoming carbon 
neutral, the company said it 
will also be investing in cred- 
ible and independently veri- 
fied, high-impact 
environmental projects 
throughout Canada and the 
United States to address its 
remaining carbon footprint, 
bringing it to zero. 

These projects would sup- 
port wind energy, recovering 
methane gas from landfills, 
composting and biomass pro- 
grams to reduce methane 
emissions, and forest protec- 
tion and re-forestry to con- 
serve species and 
biodiversity. 

"Today's actions are not 
just about being socially re- 
sponsible; they are about sur- 
vival," said McCain. 
"Consumers rightfully expect 
business and political leaders 
to solve these problems and 
address the profound conse- 
quences of our climate crisis. 
Our announcement demon- 
strates that carbon neutrality 
and Science Based Targets for 
emissions reduction are both 
achievable - and urgent. We 
hope our actions inspire food 
companies and businesses 
broadly to join us in the criti- 
cal fight against climate 
change." 
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Caledon restaurant celebrates erand opening 


| 


On Nov. 8, the team at 
Quesada Burritos and Tacos 
in Bolton cut the ribbon on 
their newest location. 

Co-owner Sukhdeep Ro- 
mana sat down to talk about 
the business and why they 
chose to locate in Caledon. 

Q) Tell us about your busi- 
ness. 

A) Quesada Burritos and 
Tacos is a Canadian fran- 
chise serving fresh Mexican 
fast food. Operating this 
franchise and another two 
locations is our family busi- 
ness and we have 4 employ- 
ees at this location. 

Our menu has burritos, 
quesadillas, tacos and sal- 
ads. We serve our food with 
a choice of fresh toppings 
like vegetables, house made 
salsas and hand mashed 
guacamole. 

We cook fresh rice and 
beans every day in our 
kitchen. 

Q) How and/or why did 
you get into the business? 

A) We are two partners, 
(and) we have lived in 
Brampton for the last 23 


years. We got inspired by 
Chipotle's fresh low-calorie 
food in the U.S. seven years 
ago. We did our research to 
find the same kind of food in 
Canada and found out about 
Quesada. 

We opened our first loca- 
tion in Brampton six years 
ago, second location in Mis- 
sissauga three years ago and 
third location in Bolton this 
year. We are doing very well 
and were excited to win the 
2018 franchisee of the year 
award. 

Q) Why are you locating 
your business in Caledon? 

A) Our Brampton location 
is close to Caledon and there 
was no burrito restaurant in 
Caledon at that time. Some 
of our customers from Cale- 
don encouraged us to open 
one in here. We trust our 
food quality and customer 
service and knew it would 
do well so decided to open 
our third location in Cale- 
don. 

Q) What is your favourite 
item on the menu and why? 

A) My favourite item on 


the menu is burrito bowls 
with fresh vegetables, meat, 
house made salsas and hand 
mashed guacamole, it’s a 
healthy meal with low calo- 
ries. 

Q) What is the best advice 
you would give to a new 
business owner or what is 
the best business advice you 
ever received? 

A) If someone is interested 
in owning a franchise, I 
would advise a new busi- 
ness owner to enquire about 
the overall franchise busi- 
ness and food quality first, 
then the location and the 
community in the surround- 
ing area. 

We got advice from an- 
other business owner to al- 
ways have commercial as 
well as residential area 
around a restaurant busi- 
ness, which has worked out 
for us. 

Quesada Burritos and 
Tacos is located at 40 McE- 
wan Drive East, in Bolton. 
For more information, visit 
quesada.ca or call (905) 
857-5660. 
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World Vision picks up major donation Health partners team up for full 


from family foundation 


World Vision Canada, 
whose head office is based 
out of Mississauga, an- 
nounced late last week that 
it has received one of the 
biggest philanthropic gifts 
for any non-government or- 
ganization (NGO) in 
Canada. 

The humanitarian organi- 
zation, which runs its head 
office out of World Drive 
near the northern edge of 
the city, said that the Barrett 
Family Foundation has do- 
nated $25 million to help 
support a program that will 
aid vulnerable youths in 
Latin America, via the cre- 
ation of educational and 
training programs. 

Youth currently represent 
more than 40 per cent of the 
population in Latin America, 
totalling nearly 20 million 
residents. The combination 
of economic conditions and 
high unemployment rates 
has led to an increase in 
youth homicides and gang 
violence, the organization 
said last Thursday. 

The new program, titled 
World Vision's Youth Ready, 
Vision for Vulnerable Youth, 
will utilize training, mentor- 
ing, peer support, intern- 
ships and seed capital to 
help youth transform their 
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lives for the better as they 
learn and develop life and 
livelihood skills. 

The Barrett family, 
through The Barrett Family 
Foundation, made their first 
gift to the Vision for Vulner- 
able Youth Initiative in 2016. 

Responding to its positive 
impact on thousands of 
youth in Honduras and El 
Salvador, the family, in part- 
nership with World Vision 
Canada, will expand the ini- 
tiative into five additional 
countries - Guatemala, Peru, 
Colombia, Ecuador and Bo- 
livia. 

"Seeing the program first- 
hand was an incredible ex- 
perience and enabled us to 
appreciate both the real con- 
text and the real impact of 
World Vision's work," said 


Wy 


Bob Barrett, the president 
and CEO of Polytainers Inc. 
and founder of the founda- 
tion, after returning from 
Honduras, a country with 
one of the highest homicide 
rates in the world, and 
where gang violence threat- 
ens everyday life. 

The gift from the founda- 
tion will support thousands 
of youth to have a better 
chance at success, said 
World Vision CEO Michael 
Messenger. 

"The $25 million gift from 
the Barrett Family Founda- 
tion is bold, visionary and 
transformative... together, 
with donors like Bob and 
Francine Barrett, we are 
building a better world for 
millions of vulnerable chil- 
dren.” 


Bele 


Ontario Health Team application 


Local health providers - 186 groups/indi- 
viduals in total - have united to submit a 
full application for a ‘Brampton/Etobicoke 
and Area’ Ontario Health Team (OHT) to 
the Ontario government. 

The application details how the partners 
will work together to significantly enhance 
patient care, enable greater access to family 
physicians and specialists, and ensure more 
equitable and efficient health services for 
patients across the region. 

Recently, over 70 partners from the 
Brampton/Etobicoke and Area OHT pre- 
sented the OHT proposal to Ministry of 
Health representatives and external re- 
viewers. It is expected the government will 
make its decision on approval of the 
province’s first OHTs in Dec. 2019 or early 
2020. 

Last February, Deputy Premier and Min- 
ister of Health, Christine Elliott, announced 
plans to significantly restructure the 
province’s health care system. These plans 
included the introduction of OHTs as anew 
way of connecting and delivering care serv- 
ices to patients in communities across On- 
tario. In the Central West region, local 
health providers came together immedi- 
ately to co-create a shared vision and work- 
ing groups to further design/detail the 
model for integrated and connected care in 
the region. 

The Brampton/Etobicoke and Area OHT 
is one of the largest among the province’s 
31 proposals invited to complete a full sub- 
mission. Of the 186 members, 144 are 
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physicians and physician groups - collec- 
tively serving a population of close to 
900,000 people within the Brampton, Bra- 
malea, North Etobicoke, Malton and West 
Woodbridge regions. Partners have been 
working tirelessly and collaboratively to- 
gether over the last number of months to 
help bring its vision to life - including 
through community consultations with 
more than 400 patients/clients and care- 
givers to better understand their opportu- 
nities, challenges and current/future health 
care needs. 

The Brampton/Etobicoke and Area OHT 
vision involves the creation of an integrated 
care ‘hub’ that will help patients/caregivers 
better navigate their health journey, 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, through 
connections to appropriate health and so- 
cial services based on individual needs. The 
hub will enable patients to have access to 
next-day appointments, virtual care, emer- 
gency services, and digital tools. 

As users of the integrated care hub, 
providers will have better access to special- 
ist physicians and nurse navigators for 
their patients, along with evidence-based 
care pathways to ensure an improved care 
experience. 

Given the large percentage of physicians 
in the community without broader care 
team resources and supports like nurses, 
dieticians, or physiotherapists, the hub 
presents an opportunity to “equalize the 
playing field” for both patients and 
providers in the area. 
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Mississauga's Rob Grzesiuk wins Future Olympian funding 


Rob Grzesiuk's new 
Olympic dream just got a 
major boost. 

The 20-year-old Missis- 
sauga native, who has com- 
peted locally in track and 
field, is one of just thirty 
athletes from across the 
country to earn funding 


this year through RBC 
Training Ground - the 
Canadian Olympic Commit- 


tee’s Olympic talent search. 

The twist for Grzesiuk is 
that he is a _ Future 
Olympian in a sport he has 
almost no experience in - 
rowing. 

The program gives young 
Canadian athletes - no mat- 
ter what sport or activity 
they are involved in - the 
chance to test their 
strength, speed, power and 
endurance in front of offi- 
cials from Olympic sports. 
The program is designed to 
find and then _ provide 
newly discovered talent 
with the high performance 
sport resources it needs to 
achieve their podium 


dreams. In 2019, close to 
2,000 athletes participated 
in 30 local RBC Training 
Ground events. Top per- 
formers at local events 
were then invited to do 
sport specific testing by 
sports that were interested 
in them. 

The top 100 prospects 
were then flown to Calgary 
for the talent search’s final 
leg in September. At the 
final the athletes completed 
strength, endurance, power 
and speed benchmark test- 
ing to measure the raw abil- 
ities required to excel on 
the Olympic stage for 
Canada. 

Of the 100 athletes at the 
final, only the top 30 were 
awarded funding. 

The funding, which can 
be used in the coming years 
for things like coaching, 
transportation, travel, 
equipment and nutrition, 
varies for each individual 
athlete and is administered 
by the participating na- 
tional sport organization 


bringing the athlete into its 
system. 

National sport organiza- 
tions participating in the 
program include Athletics, 
Canoe Kayak, Cycling, 
Freestyle Ski, Rowing, 
Rugby and Speed Skating. 

Grzesiuk is one of several 
identified athletes will now 
be training and competing 
in a brand new sport. Ryan 
Gibson, a hockey player 
from Kingston, Ontario, 
will now be training with 
Speed Skating Canada. 

Mégane Guénette, an 
artistic gymnast from Saint 
Jérome, Quebec will now be 
training with Freestyle Ski 
Canada. And Skye Pellerin, 
a long distance runner from 
Ottawa Ontario, will now 
be training with Cycling 
Canada’s Track Cycling pro- 
gram. 

In a statement, RBC said 
that since 2016, it has pro- 
vided $1.3 million in sup- 
port to 87 different athletes 
identified through RBC 
Training Ground. 


Edmonds’ Strong Performance isn’t Enough in Saginaw 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads wrapped up their 
two-game weekend taking 
on the Saginaw Spirit on 
Saturday evening. 

Both teams got off to a 
quick start, ringing shots off 
the post to open the game. 
The Steelheads headed to 
the powerplay twice in the 
period, but couldn’t capital- 
ize on the man advantage. 

With 30 seconds left in the 
frame, Kai Edmonds made a 
nice save on Jake Goldowski 
who stepped into the slot to 
keep the score tied at zero. 
At the end of the first, Sagi- 
naw was outshooting Mis- 
sissauga 8-2. 

The second period got off 
to a physical start, with both 
teams seeing the box for 
after the whistle penalties. 
Saginaw eventually broke 
the tie, as a tic-tac-toe pass- 
ing play was finished by T- 
Bone Codd crashing the net 
hard. 

The Spirit made the score 
2-0, as Danny Katic inter- 
cepted a pass behind the net 


and found Cole Coskey in 
front who beat Edmonds up 
high. At the end of the sec- 
ond, Edmonds had stopped 
22/24 shots on goal (.917 
SV%), but the Steelheads 
headed to the intermission 
looking for a comeback. 

The Steelheads pushed 
hard in the third, with Ham 
finding Collins on a 3-on-1, 
but couldn’t beat the out- 
stretched glove of Frappier. 
With Saginaw taking penal- 
ties for high-sticking and 
tripping, the Steelheads had 
an opportunity to chip away 
at the lead, but couldn’t 
manage to find the back of 
the net. Saginaw would hold 
on to defeat Mississauga by 
a score of 2-0. 

The Fish had a strong 
push in the third period 
recording 17 shots on goal. 

Kai Edmonds had another 
strong effort, stopping 
28/30 shots on goal (.933 
SV%), while Cole Schwindt 
went 22/32 in the faceoff 
circle. 


In other news, it was an- 
nounced Wednesday that 
Steelheads forward Adam 
Varga has been traded to the 
Ottawa 67’s in exchange for 
a 6th round pick in 2020. 

Varga, 18, played in 63 
games for the Steelheads 
during the 2018-19 regular 
season recording 15 points 
(6G,9A) and has one assist 
through 14 games with the 
hockey club this season. 

In 123 career OHL games, 
the Bel Air, MD native has 
registered 23 points 
(7G,16A). Varga has also ap- 
peared in 8 playoff games 
registering his first career 
playoff goal on March 26th, 
2018 against Barrie. 

Varga was originally se- 
lected by the Mississauga 
Steelheads in the seventh 
round (121st overall) of the 
2017 OHL Priority Selection. 

The Steelheads will return 
home this weekend to take 
on the Sarnia Sting tomor- 
row (Nov. 15) and the Erie 
Otters on Sunday, Nov. 17. 
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by Siddarth Guru 


Andy Tallevi was a high 
school student who put 100 
per effort into his studies. 
This left Andy with barely 
any time to go out and exer- 
cise to meet his body’s ath- 
letic needs. 

Majoring in Science at 
university meant that Andy 
had a demanding course 
load, but he realized that 
there was something miss- 
ing from his daily routine... 
something felt off! He re- 
membered the excitement 
and thrill of playing hockey 
and soccer with his friends, 
as achild, and found that to 
be the missing piece in his 
academic life. 

After graduating from 
university, at age 23, Andy 
promised himself to get 
back into the routine of reg- 
ular physical exercise. He 
began with cycling and 
went on rides with his 
friends, every Sunday, and 
covered many miles in and 
around the GTA. 

He then decided to get 
into running - and was in 
shock when he realized that 
he could barely complete 
five laps at an outdoor 
track, despite all the cycling 
exercise that he had been 
getting on a regular basis. 


PDN November 14, 2019_Layout 1 2019-11-14 12:19PM Page 18 


He was determined to im- 
prove and over the course 
of the year, and worked his 
way up to logging 1,000km 
and ran his first 10K race. 
Completing this feat gave 
him a sense of accomplish- 
ment, both, mentally and 
physically. 

But soon after, running 
being the sport that it is, he 
found it tough to motivate 
himself to keep it up. Dif- 
ferent people have different 
ways of motivating them- 
selves to complete a task, 
and had it not been for an 
ad that he saw on television 
about the 1983 New York 
City marathon, Andy may 
have never put on his run- 
ning shoes again. 

You might be thinking 
that Andy was determined 
to run this marathon, how- 
ever, what motivated Andy 
was watching Rod Dixon 
and Geoff Smith (among 
the top marathoners of that 
time period) strategically 
plan themselves, to win the 
prestigious NYC Marathon. 

Smith led that race almost 
the entire way while Dixon 
held back and_ slowly 
“reeled” in Smith, meter by 
meter, only to dash past 
him in the last 100m and 


win the race. 

It’s one of the closest and 
most exhilarating race fin- 
ishes in the New York City 
marathon and _ reignited 
Andy’s passion for running. 

Ever since the ‘magnifi- 
cent finish of 83’, Andy has 
been logging upwards of 
1,000km every year and 
runs the Pandora Square 
One Half at the Mississauga 
Marathon ever year. 

Today, Andy is 60 years 
young and has_- ran 
37,000km to date. He is 
looking forward to hitting 
his personal goal _ of 
40,000km (circumference 
of the earth at the equator) 
in Sep. 2022. 

Running has helped Andy 
in many ways in his life. He 
strongly believes in the 
motto, ‘Anima Sana In Cor- 
porum Sano’ meaning ‘A 
Sound Mind In A Sound 
Body’ that has helped him 
in difficult times. 

“T encourage everyone to 
dedicate yourself to a life- 
time of regular physical fit- 
ness, running or whichever 
exercise you choose. When 
you get to a certain age you 
realize how immensely im- 
portant this is,” said Andy. 

Andy will continue his 
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Andy Tallexi - A Sound Mind in a Sound Body 


running journey into next 
year where he’ll compete in 
the 2020 Mississauga 


Marathon, which will be 
held on May 1-3, as well as 
inaugural Brampton 


the 


Half, to be held on June 13- 
14, 2020. 
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NEWS LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


“Credits” recognize volunteers, Mississauga Miracle 


by Alex Gregory 


It was the event that 
shaped the destiny of an en- 
tire city. 

The “Mississauga Miracle”, 
in which nearly 250,000 
residents were evacuated 
after a train derailment and 
chemical spill on Nov. 9, 
2019, was acknowledged 
with fond memories of de- 
termination and unity dur- 
ing The Credits, Heritage 
Mississauga’s annual 
awards fundraiser, which 
took place last Friday at the 
Mississauga Grand Banquet 
Hall. 

The event, which saw 
some of the city’s top volun- 
teers and community groups 
recognized for their heritage 
work in the community, in- 
cluded a special Heritage 
Lifetime Achievement for 
former Mississauga Mayor 
Hazel McCallion, who was 
recognized for her leader- 
ship and determination dur- 


ing the event, which 
happened early in her reign 
as Mayor. 


“As I look back at the 
building of this great city, 
it’s award winners that 
helped us build this city,” 
McCallion told more than 
600 guests at the sold-out 
gala during her acceptance 
speech, which recognized 
the work volunteers, the po- 
lice and fire departments 
made - and continue to 


make - to preserve history 
within the city. “People are 
the key to a great city.” 

The derailment originated 
from a Canadian Pacific (CP) 
train derailed near at a rail 
overpass near the corner of 
Mavis Road and Dundas 
Street late on Nov. 10, 1979, 
sending 24 cars carrying 
dangerous chemicals like 
chlorine and fiberglass insu- 
lation off the tracks. 

Authorities immediately 
mobilized to battle the mas- 
sive explosion and blaze that 
resulted, with flames being 
seen by residents more than 
100 kilometres away from 
the crash zone. More than 
240,000 residents were 
evacuated from the area 
over the next few days - the 
largest peacetime evacua- 
tion of a city at the time. 

The incident resulted in an 
outpouring of support from 
organizations across the 
country, who donated fund- 
ing, space and resources to 
house those who were dis- 
placed by the explosion, said 
McCallion. 

“An emergency brings 
people together,” she told 
the crowd, speaking fondly 
of first responders from Peel 
Regional Police and first re- 
sponders. “It was fantastic 
to see people contributing.” 

The gala had a decidedly 
70s theme, with guests 


rocking oversized glasses, 
feather boas - and even se- 
quins, in one case - as volun- 
teers throughout the 
community were honoured 
for their commitment to 
preserving heritage and fos- 
tering leadership for com- 
munity groups. 

The night included a Pres- 
ident’s Award, given to pio- 
neering rocker (and 
Metalworks Studio founder) 
Gil Moore of Triumph, a 
Chairman’s Award given to 
Panorama India president 
Anu Srivastava, and a Her- 
itage Champion Award 
which was given to Senator 
Victor Oh, a long-standing 
community volunteer and 
contributor to various her- 
itage causes throughout the 
city. 

Speaking to the crowd 
during his acceptance 
speech, Oh said that he was 
humbled by the award, and 
moving to Mississauga 
changed his life. He credit 
the support of local commu- 
nity organizations and resi- 
dents with helping him 
achieve a successful career 
and work supporting her- 
itage causes. 

“This is all about showing 
your heritage, because this 
country promotes multicul- 
turalism... that’s what drives 
this country,” Oh said. 

While this year’s event is 


the seventh installment of 
“The Credits”, it also repre- 
sents the 23rd annual event 
for Heritage Mississauga, 
which promotes advocacy 
efforts and heritage pro- 
grams in the city. 

The event — structure 
changed this year to better 
capture the achievement 
and dedication of award 
winners, and gave an award 
to each nominee in their re- 
spective category, historian 
Matthew Wilkinson told 
Peel Weekly News during 
the event. 

“People are having a lot of 
fun with heritage,” said 


Wilkinson, indicating that 
the average age of the nom- 
inees has become younger, 
and that residents are get- 
ting involved in heritage 
conservation efforts and 
volunteer work at a younger 
age. 

The format of the event 
provides a very tangible way 
to recognize the efforts of 
volunteers, with awards 
that are made of hand- 
crafted glass by local artist 
Kelly Lane. 

“The event is becoming 
what we thought it would 
be,” said Wilkinson, refer- 
ring to the increasing popu- 


larity of The Credits and the 
sold-out crowd, a first for 
the event. “We’ve seen this 
blossom, we’ve seen this 
grow.” 

His sentiments were 
echoed by Heritage Missis- 
sauga committee Luz Del 
Rosario, who said the event 
has become a must-attend 
meeting of minds, heritage 
of culture. 

“Heritage is many things 
to many people,” said 
Rosario, indicating that pro- 
ceeds from the event will 
benefit heritage resources 
and programming through- 
out the community. 


Hundreds of people packed 
Brampton’s Ken Whillans 
Square on Monday to remem- 
ber those lost their lives in 
war. 

The city celebrated its 99th 
annual Remembrance Day cer- 
emony on Nov. 11. The event 
was held to honour those 
who’ve lost their lives in war, 
and is traditionally well at- 
tended. Despite this year’s cer- 
emony falling on a Monday 
and snow threatening to delay 
the proceedings, the event 
boasted a larger-than-normal 
turnout. 

The event started with a pa- 
rade march to the sound of 
band music and the beating of 


drums. Spectators along the 
streets saluted and applauded 
with appreciation as the pro- 
cession entered and later left 
the downtown core. 

In attendance were mem- 
bers of The Lorne Scots Regi- 
ment, The Lorne Scots Pipes & 
Drums, Peel Regional Police, 
Brampton Fire and Emergency 
Services, and Veterans led by 
the Royal Canadian Legion 
and the Regimental Associa- 
tion of the Lorne Scots. 

Along with Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown and councils, 
MPP’s, MP”s and some com- 
munity leaders were on-hand, 
including Sonia Sidhu, Ruby 
Sahota, Kamal Khera and 


Maninder Sidhu, as well as 
MPPs Prabmeet Singh 
Sarkaria, Amarjot Sandhu, 
Sara Singh, and Gurratan 
Singh. 

Rev. Joseph Murphy, the 
chaplain of the Royal Cana- 
dian Legion, Branch 15, led the 
one-hour service, which fea- 
tured the traditional playing of 
The Last Post, two minutes of 
silence, a Lament, Act of Re- 
membrance and Rouse. 

Kim Wheatley, an Anishi- 
naabe Traditional Grand- 
mother from Shawanaga First 
Nation Reserve, also per- 
formed a smudging ceremony 
at the cenotaph during the 
ceremony. 
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Winners of local literacy contest announced 


by Joseph Monachino 


Some of the best up-and- 
coming talent were recog- 
nized recently, as the 
Mississauga Writers’ 
Group initiated a new con- 
test this year for youth au- 
thors. 

The Young Voices Liter- 
ary Contest took place over 
the late summer and fall, 
concluding on Sep. 30. The 
submissions were from 14 
to 18-year olds. There was 
considerable interest in it. 


The three winning en- 
trants to the contest were 
announced at the organi- 
zation’s monthly writers’ 
meeting, held at South 
Common Community Cen- 
tre. 

The first winner an- 
nounced was the third- 
place winner, Hannah 
Bautista, age 17. She wrote 
a poem called: “Hide and 
Seek”. 

The next winner an- 


nounced was the second- 
place winner. Her name is 
Dhiya Sathish, age 14. Un- 
fortunately, Sathish was 
not present at the meeting 
to receive her prize. Her 
winning poem is called: 
“Anxiety”. 

The overall winner an- 
nounced was Omnea 
Fakhri, age 13. She submit- 
ted the winning short 
story called: “A Glass of 
Chai”. 


(Left) First-place winner Omnea Fakhri; and (Right) third-place winner Hannah Bautista (PWN 


Staff Photos) 


NOVEMBER 15-16 


WINTER LIGHTS 


QOvexus 


PRESENTED BY 


NORTHWEST LEXUS 


TREE LIGHTING CHRISTMAS MARKET SANTA CLAUS PARADE 


Friday at 8pm 


PRESENTED BY 


fy lire World 


PRESENTED BY 


Rotary pict 


Evo@ brampton.ca/winterlights 


All the poems and short 
stories submitted in our 
contest have been included 
in Mississauga Writers’ 
Group’s newest anthology, 
titled Word Fest, Celebrat- 
ing Life and Our Youth. 

Featured along with the 
winners is our member 
and Workshop presenter, 
Michelle Hillyard. 

These winners will also 
be featured and mentioned 
at the upcoming Missis- 


sauga Writers Group Write 
On! Festival, which will be 
held later this month. 
Write On! Festival is our 
yearly featured show with 
speakers, readings and our 
play written by our mem- 
ber authors called The AA 
Meeting. It will take place 
at the Noel Ryan Audito- 
rium at the Mississauga 
Central Library on Nov. 28 
from 6 - 9 p.m. The festival 
will also feature as its 


~ 


theme - Celebrating Youth. 
Overall, the contest was 
well received. Considering 
this was the first year we 
held the contest, the num- 
ber of entries was impres- 
sive. We are staging the 
contest again next year. 
The Mississauga Writers’ 
Group is hoping for 
greater participation at 
that time when more po- 
tential entrants to the con- 
test become aware of it. 


X@ BRAMPTON 
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NOV 30 - DEC 24 


“Window Wonderland” 


Live Holiday Window Display 
Saturdays 3:00pm - 6:00pm 

The PC local business windows are being beautifully decorated for 
the holidays! Watch as the windows come to life with Dancers, 
Musicians and other talented artists playing the starring roles. 

*List of participating businesses on the website 


NOVEMBER 23 & 30 


The Brightwater Family Skating Party 


4:00pm - 7:00pm - Elmwood Lot 
Brightwater is hosting a holiday party and you are invited! 
Come out and enjoy a FREE skate on the synthetic ice skating rink, 
have you picture taken with Santa and enjoy some hot chocolate all 
courtesy of Brightwater. The kids will love skating with the elves and 
the other fun holiday activities we have planned for the whole family! 


NOV 30 - DEC 16 


“Elf on the Shelf” Instagram Contest 
Our elves have been hard at work getting ready for the holidays in 
Port Credit and now they have taken refuge in some of the Business 
WINDOWS along the way - Find the 10 Elves in the windows 
throughout Port Credit - Take a photo of Each Elf. 

Post all ten photos in ONE POST on Instagram using #PCelf.... and 
don't forget to tag @portcreditbia. All correct entries will be put into 
a draw for $500 in *PC Icebreaker Bucks 


DECEMBER 7 


The Lighting of the Lighthouse 
6:30pm - 8:00pm 

105 Lakeshore Rd W 

Join us for some festive entertainment, hot chocolate and a 
welcoming visit from Santa; and then help us to countdown.... 
As we light up the lighthouse for the holidays! 


DECEMBER 14 


Kid’s Shopping Day 
Various Locations 
Bring the kids out for a shopping day set-up just for them! 
Special displays with gifts $10 and under FREE DRAW - Win a family 
game pack — ballots available with any purchase 
| [ 


oe 


; 
a 


N US AS WE 
RATE WINTER! 


DECEMBER 9 


Caroling in the Park 

Port Credit Memorial Park 

Join us as we celebrate 45 years of Caroling in the park with our 
Local Lions Club. Invite your friends and neighbors to come out and 
sing along too. There will be free warm cranberry punch and cookies 
for everyone, and don't forget to bring a candle and a mug! 


DECEMBER 21 to 24 


Holiday Sip n Shop 

Various Locations 

Last minute deals to please everyone on your list! PLUS - Get $5 in * 
Icebreaker Bucks for every $50 spent at *participating Businesses - 
And when you have checked your list and checked it twice, why not 
treat yourself to a holiday inspired drink at one of the *participating 
restaurants...Go ahead you deserve it! 

*List of participating businesses on the website 


JANUARY 4 - 25 


January Icebreaker 

Various Locations 

Visit one of our fabulous *participating restaurants and enjoy a 
special food and drink menu, inspired by “Fire and Ice” and created 


to“help warm you up”! 


*List of participating businesses on the website 


JANUARY 25 
A Fire & Ice Affair 


2:00pm - 7:00pm - Elizabeth St. S. 


It’s time to break the ice and have some outdoor fun! 

Strolling Ice characters, Ice Sculpture demos, Ice Cocktail Bar, Fire 
Shows, Live Music, Children’s activities and more - And to help keep 
you warm.... Warming stations, Hot Beverages and the Fired-up 
Winter BBQ Sampler station! 


Visit portcredit.com 
for full details! 


E PARKING 


a THE VILLAGE 


Nov 23 to Jan1 
Mh 


se Port Czed 


PORT CREDIT” 


COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
Giving back 


BRIGHTWATER 


KILMER GROUP Dismondcop dream®  FRAM + SI 


lokker 


*List of participating businesses on the website 
a 
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Volunteers set to celebrate best in city at upcoming event 


Volunteer MBC, the 
local volunteer centre 
serving Peel Region 
(Mississauga, Bramp- 
ton, Caledon) will hon- 
our the volunteer 
community - new and 
old - to celebrate Inter- 
national Volunteer Day 


at their second snnual 
Peel Cares celebration, 
which will be held on 
on Wednesday, Dec. 4. 
Coinciding with Inter- 
national Volunteer Day, 
Peel Cares celebrates 
the efforts of those who 
have made an impor- 


‘Charter of Volunt 


tant contribution to so- 
ciety through service to 
others. The celebration 
will bring together 
around 150 volunteers, 
organizations, commu- 
nity partners, and local 
dignitaries, when MBC 
will present the second 


annual Volunteer of the 
Year Awards, in which 
outstanding volunteers 
from across the region 
are thanked for their 
contributions. 

“The Volunteer of the 
Year award gives our 
member organizations 


the opportunity to rec- 
ognize their outstand- 
ing volunteers and 
highlight their accom- 
plishments for 2019. We 
are incredibly inspired 
by last year’s nominees 
and award recipients. 
Their hard work and 
dedication shows what 
a difference volunteers 
truly make in their 
communities.” Says 
Carine Strong, Execu- 
tive Director of Volun- 
teer MBC. 

The Volunteer of the 
Year award, one for 
each municipality, is an 
exclusive benefit for 
Volunteer MBC’s mem- 
ber community service 
organizations. 

These organizations 
have the opportunity to 
nominate one of their 
exemplary volunteers 
who has made a signifi- 
cant contribution to- 


wards community 
development in_ the 
year. 


Attendees at the event 
will enjoy inspiring sto- 
ries, food, entertain- 
ment, a silent auction 
and shopping. Funds 


raised through the 
event’s silent and online 
auctions will support 
Volunteer MBC pro- 
grams and services with 
a focus on the Ovation 
program, which works 
to combat social isola- 
tion of older adults. 

Launched in 2018, the 
Ovation program en- 
gages seniors in a Vol- 
unteer Ambassadors 
Network to become 
more engaged in their 
community and build 
new friendships along 
the way. 

The event runs from 4 
- 7 p.m., with a meet- 
and-greet kicking off 
the evening before the 
awards take place at 


5:45 p.m. 
The event will take 
place at Community 


Door, located at 7700 
Hurontario Street in 
Brampton. For more in- 
formation or to RSVP, 
visit the event website 
a t 
canadahelps.org/en/ch 
arities/volunteer- 
mbc/events/2019-peel- 
cares-celebration. 


Snow clearing priority for Mississauga this winter 


Colder temperatures and 
morning frosts have already 
made their mark in Missis- 
sauga - and the snow wasn’t 
far behind. The city is pre- 
pared for winter weather, 
said Mississauga’s Mayor. 

“Mississauga is ready and 
prepared for whatever winter 
weather may come our way,” 
said Mayor Bonnie Crombie. 
“Whether it’s snow or ice on 
our roads, winter crews will 
be working around the clock 
to make sure roads, bike 
lanes, sidewalks and bus 
stops are safe and accessible 
this winter.” 

Crombie said last week 
that, to minimize the impact 
on the environment, roads 
are only salted when needed. 

“T encourage residents to 
drive according to weather 
conditions and give snow 
plows lots of space as they 
work to clear our roads and 
keep you safe,” she explained. 

The city currently has 378 
pieces of snow clearing 
equipment that are ready to 
clear 5,600 lane kilometres of 


roads and on-street bike 
lanes, 1,600 linear kilometres 
of priority sidewalks, 3,400 
bus stops, 95 kilometres of 
roadside multi-use trails and 
over 1,000 pedestrian cross- 
ings, said its works opera- 
tions and maintenance 
director, Mickey Frost. 

Residential roads and prior- 
ity sidewalks are not cleared 
to bare pavement, but are 
made passable and safe. 

Parked vehicles reduce the 
city’s ability to efficiently and 
safely clear roads. Any parked 
vehicles on residential roads 
should be removed during 
snow clearing. On-street 
parking restrictions remain 
in effect from 2 - 6 a.m., year- 
round. 

Temporary parking permits 
can be suspended at any time 
during winter operations and 
new permits will not be is- 
sued. Vehicles parked on City 
streets will be enforced ac- 
cording to the Traffic By-law 
and will be issued a penalty 
notice and be subject to tow- 
ing at the owner’s expense. 


Ina statement, the city said 
it is committed to maintain- 
ing road safety while mini- 
mizing impacts to the 
environment by using the 
right amount of road salt in 
the right place and time. 

Salt trucks are equipped 
with on-board technology to 
monitor and control salt use. 
Access to an advanced 
weather monitoring system 
also allows winter crews to 
salt only when necessary and 
in accordance with condi- 
tions. 

Residents are also encour- 
aged to minimize the impact 
of salt on the environment by 
following manufacturer in- 
structions to only apply the 
right amount under the right 
conditions. 

During severe winter 
events, the city may declare a 
Significant Weather Event 
under the Ontario Municipal 
Act (Regulation 239/02). This 
allows the the works opera- 
tions more time to deploy 
winter equipment to address 
a significant winter storm. 


Service level timing starts 
after the declaration is lifted 
instead of when the snow 
stops. 

For residents, it is impor- 
tant to clear your sidewalk as 
soon as possible after a snow- 
fall for the safety of others, 


and offer to help older adults 
and people with disabilities 
who may need it. 

Additionally, drive accord- 
ing to weather conditions and 
give snow plows and salt 
trucks lots of space as they 
clear the roads. 


Wear appropriate footwear 
when outside, and ensure 
pets are brought indoors dur- 
ing extreme weather condi- 
tions. 

For more information about 
snow clearing in the city, visit 
mississauga.ca/snow. 
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Peel Marks Remembrance Day with ao Wreaths 


we 
Bi WN Staff Photos/Town of Caledon/City of vousiama 


* 5. 


= 


Disnitaries community organizations and residents were out in full force this past oni to honour the sacrifices of veterans during Remembrance Day ceremonies hosted throughout Peel Region. 


Ceremonies were hosted at Brampton City Hall, Bolton, Alton, Caledon East, Mississauga City Centre, Port Credit and Streetsville, along with parades and ceremonies held in the days prior. Residents and 
community organizations paid their respects, along with special wreaths, at monuments and cenotaphs throughout all three municipalities, as well as the customary minute of silence to remember 
Canada’s fallen soldiers. Remembrance Day was first observed in 1919 throughout the British Commonwealth. It was originally called “Armistice Day” to commemorate armistice agreement that ended 
the First World War on Monday, November 11, 1918, at 11 a.m.—on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. 


Look further ahead in this week’s edition to see additional photos from events hosted in Brampton, Caledon and Mississauga. 
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Leaders and public health re 


Flu season may be in full 
effect, but that doesn’t mean 
residents will be left out in 
the cold. 

Residents came out in 
droves this past weekend to 
Erin Mills Town Centre in 
Mississauga to receive their 
annual flu vaccine and learn 
more about the symptoms 
from public health officials 
during a free clinic. 

The event, hosted by Peel 
Public Health and Trillium 
Health Partners, saw repre- 
sentatives from both speak 
with residents about the im- 
portance of flu vaccinations 
and encourage them to in- 
form their friends and 
neighbours to get their an- 
nual flu shot. 

Influenza, more com- 
monly known as “the flu”, is 
a highly contagious respira- 
tory illness that is among 
the top ten leading causes of 
death in Canada. Each year, 
the flu results in an average 
of 12,200 hospitalizations 
and 3,500 flu-related deaths 
in Canada each year. 

Encouraging community 
residents to get their annual 
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flu vaccine is a priority at 
Trillium Health Partners 
and Peel Public Health, as it 
directly impacts transmis- 
sion of the flu and the in- 
creased number of patients 
that the hospital sees during 
flu season. 

“The annual flu vaccine is 
the most effective way to 
protect ourselves, our loved 
ones and our community 
from the transmission of the 
flu,” said Michelle DiE- 
manuele, President and 
CEO, Trillium Health Part- 
ners. 

“Children, seniors, preg- 
nant women and those with 
underlying health condi- 
tions or weakened immune 
systems are especially at 
risk for complications that 
can lead to hospitalization 
and intensive care unit 
(ICU) admissions if they 
contract the flu.” 

The flu is spread through 
coughing, sneezing or by 
touching contaminated sur- 
faces and objects. 

In addition to getting the 
flu vaccine each year, thor- 
ough hand washing, sneez- 


ing into a tissue or sleeve, 
disinfecting commonly 
touched surfaces and stay- 
ing home when sick are ad- 
ditional ways to prevent 
transmission of the flu. 

“It is easy to get the flu 
vaccine, it is free and avail- 
able at your doctor’s office, 
walk-in clinics and pharma- 
cies throughout Peel,” said 
Dr. Jessica Hopkins, Medical 
Officer of Health, Region of 
Peel, who advised all indi- 
viduals over the age of six 
months to get the shot to 
protect themselves and their 
loved ones. 

The flu vaccine is free to 
all Ontario residents and is 
available through participat- 
ing pharmacies, local clinics 
and doctors. Everyone over 
six months of age, especially 
people at high risk of in- 
fluenza-related complica- 
tions or _ hospitalization 
should receive their annual 
flu vaccine. 

Early vaccination will op- 
timize protection against the 
flu as it takes two weeks 
after the flu vaccine is re- 
ceived for it to be effective. 


honouring Brampton citizens 


Calling all Bramptonians — 
nominations are now open 
for the Brampton Citizens 
Awards! 

Residents can now nomi- 
nate an amazing artist, an 
outstanding leader, an in- 
credible volunteer, a heroic 
citizen, or an accomplished 
athlete for a chance to re- 
ceive prestigious recognition 
from the City of Brampton. 

A tradition in Brampton 
since 1974, the Brampton 
Citizens Awards recognize 
residents who have made a 
meaningful contribution or 
have had a_ significant 
achievement during the 


2019 calendar year. 


The City is accepting nom- 
inations for a number of dif- 
ferent award categories, 
including the Arts Acclaim 
Award, Emergency Services 
Award of Valour, Inspira- 
tional Award, Long Term 
Service Award, Sports 
Achievement Award, Ken 
Giles Athlete of the Year 
Award, Youth Citizen of the 
Year Award, Volunteer Citi- 
zen of the Year Award and 
the Senior Citizen of the 
Year Award. 

A Selection Committee 
comprised of community 
members will review the 
nominations to determine 
those residents who will be 


honoured at the awards cer- 
emony in May 2020. 
The Committee includes 


individuals with subject 
matter expertise in the 
award categories, along 


with elected city officials 
and representatives from 
Brampton Fire and Emer- 
gency Services, Brampton 
Sports Alliance, Brampton 
Seniors Council and Peel Re- 
gional Police. 

The deadline to nominate 
an outstanding resident is 
Jan. 20, 2020. For more in- 
formation and to download 
a nomination form, visit 
www.brampton.ca/citizen- 
sawards. 
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Nominations open for annual awards +Qne Book One Brampton closes 


ps hold free flu clinic 


with special author event 


Award-winning international speaker, 
best-selling author and social entrepreneur 
Samra Zafar will appear in conversation 
next week with her co-author Meg Masters 
and Taranum Khan, PhD, as part of a special 
event honouring the conclusion of a local 
book campaign. 

After escaping a decade of abuse living as 
a child bride in Canada, Zafar pursued her 
education as a single mother working mul- 
tiple jobs and completed her Bachelor’s and 
Master’s Degrees in Economics with the 
highest distinction. Her accomplishments 
led her to share her story. Writing and pub- 
lishing A Good Wife: Escaping the Life I 
Never Chose is Samra Zafar’s life story. She 
also started Brave Beginnings, a non-profit 
organization to mentor other abuse sur- 
vivors. 

Zafar will appear during the closing event 
for the 2019 One Book One Brampton cam- 
paign. The annual campaign is a commu- 
nity initiative, held by Brampton Library, to 
discuss the themes of a book selected by 
public vote, giving everyone the opportu- 
nity to explore a single book and learn from 
each other. 

On Oct. 15, A Good Wife: Escaping the Life 
I Never Chose was named the winner of One 
Book One Brampton 2019, from a shortlist 
of five titles which also included The Satur- 
day Night Ghost Club by Craig Davidson, All 
Things Consoled by Elizabeth Hay, That 
Time I Loved You: Linked Stories by Carri- 
anne Leung and Hum If You Don’t Know the 
Words by Bianca Marais. 


From this list, Zafar’s book was selected 
by public vote to be the winner. This book 
is also the first memoir to be selected as the 
one book that all of Brampton can read and 
share together. 

Zafar will present her book and join in 
conversation with her co-author Meg Mas- 
ters and moderator Taranum Khan, PhD, 
this Tuesday, Nov. 19, beginning at 7 p.m. at 
the Springdale Branch Library (10705 Bra- 
malea Road). The event will be followed by 
an audience Q&A, book signing and light re- 
freshments. Admission is free. 

For more information on the campaign 
and the event, visit bramptonlibrary.ca. 
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Holiday season begins with tree-lighting festivities 


by Alex Gregory 


Christmas is kicking off 
early this year, as Peel 
Region will host a num- 
ber of tree-lighting cere- 
monies and activities to 
help ring in the holiday 
season in style! 

In Brampton, the much- 
loved Winter Lights Fes- 
tival returns on Friday, 
Nov. 15 and Saturday, 
Nov. 16, with a number of 


ay 


milestone anniversaries 
and exciting activities for 
residents of all ages! 

Ken Whillans Square 
will be packed with on- 
lookers for the tree-light- 
ing ceremony, which 
takes place Friday 
evening from 6-9 p.m. 

Visitors to the Square 
can enjoy light installa- 
tions in the downtown 


aint: 
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Feel lt 


core, live entertainment, 
activities treats and more 
throughout the evening - 
and enjoy the lighting of 
the 60-foot spruce tree 
with over 10,000 Christ- 
mas lights! 

Visitors are also en- 
couraged to bring an un- 
wrapped toy to support 
the Peel Regional Police 
Toys for Tots campaign; a 


non-perishable food do- 
nation for the Brampton 
Food Sharing Network; 
or an item of clothing for 
donation to the Meridian 
Credit Union booth, who 
will donate collected 
pieces to the Brampton 
Knights Table. Drop-off 
donations can be made at 
the City Hall entrance on 
Main Street during the 
Friday evening festivities. 

The annual Christmas 
Market will also run from 
4-10 p.m. on Friday and 
11 a.m. - 11 p.m. on Satir- 
dau, boasting unique 
gifts and treats for recip- 
ients to enjo, as well as 
an assortment of things 
to see and try, including a 
carousel and much more. 

The annual Brampton 
Santa Claus Parade will 
celebrate an incredible 25 
years with a special pa- 
rade being held on Satur- 
day, Nov. 16, beginning at 
5 p.m. 

The annual parade, pre- 
sented by the Rotary Club 
of Brampton, is the 
largest single-day event 
in the Region of Peel and 
the largest nighttime pa- 
rade in Canada! 

The spectacle of twin- 
kling lights, floats, 


[ Opening Reception 
@ December 7, 2019 


2-5pm 


marching bands, and cos- 
tume characters will 
head south along Main 
Street from Sproule Drive 
to Elgin Drive. 

For more details, in- 
cluding the parade route, 
parade history and road 
closures, visit brampton- 
santaclausparade.com. 

In Caledon, Bethell Hos- 

pice Foundation will host 
their sixth annual Christ- 
mas Market on Nov. 16 at 
the Caledon Country Club 
(2121 Olde _ Baseline 
Road), from 9 a.m. - 2 
p.m. 
This seasonal market 
includes plenty of home- 
made items, collectibles, 
art and treats for visitors 
to check out and enjoy, as 
well as proceeds support- 
ing the local charity. 

The event will also in- 
clude a silent auction 
with a variety of items, 
including sports tickets, 
flying lessons and much 
more! 

For more information 
on the event, visit foun- 
dation.bethellhospice.or 
g or email the event or- 
ganizer, Carol Walker, at 
cwalker1938 @rogers.co 
m. 
Mississauga will “Light 


Up the Square” on Nov. 
23 with a community 
event at Celebration 
Square, featuring an offi- 
cial tree Ighting cere- 
mony, interactive events 
and more! 

The tree lighting cere- 
mony will kick off with 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie 
and members of council, 
beginning at 7 p.m. 

The Big Sound will also 
be performing live in 
concert at 6 and 7:30 
p-m., presenting an in- 
credible Motown experi- 
ence with a holiday twist. 

The event will also in- 
clude interactive illumi- 
nated musical bikes, LED 
Glow Swings, a giant 
eight-foot Light Brite 
Wall, a Pop-Up Planetar- 
ium, Selfie Stop with 
characters from Disney’s 
Frozen, an appearance 
from Santa (who will be 
on-hand to take photos) 
and much more! 

The event runs from 5 - 
9g p.m. - for more infor- 
mation, visit the City of 
Mississauga website at 
culture.mississauga.ca/e 
vent/celebration- 
square/light-square- 
2019. 
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Brampton celebrates Guru Nanak’s birthday in style 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


It was a jubilant celebra- 
tion this past weekend, as 
Bramptonians celebrated 
the 550th birthday of Guru 
Nanak Gurpurab ~ with 
prayers and ceremonies at 
local gurdwaras. 

The ceremonies were held 
in advance of the Nov. 12 oc- 
currence, with a variety of 
events that brought inspira- 
tion and unity to residents 
of all walks of life in the 
community.. 

For the past few weeks, 
local temples were being 
decorated with lights and 


various kinds of flowers 


and artwork. 

The federal government 
congratulated the commu- 
nity on the occasion, with 
MP Sonia Sidhu from 
Brampton South and MP 
Kyle Seeback from Dufferin- 
Caledon on-hand at events 
to bring greetings from 
their prospective parties. 

MPP Prabmeet Singh 
Sarkaria (Brampton South) 
brought greetings and con- 
gratulations to the Sikh 
community on behalf of the 
Progressive Conservative 
Party and Premier Doug 


Mayor Patrick Brown 
along with councillor Mar- 
tin Medeiros also congratu- 
lated the Sikh community 
during a large event held 
this past weeked. Brown 
said he was proud to honour 
the special day, and refer- 
enced the recent move by 
council to acknowledge 
Guru Nanak with a street in 
his name. 

Consulate General of India 
(Toronto) Apoorva Srivas- 
tava also extended greetings 
on the occasion, saying 
Guru Nanak's teachings of 
mutual love, truthfulness, 


brotherhood and righteous- 
ness are of eternal rele- 
vance, and have universal 
appeal that cuts across the 
sectarian, communal and 
regional divides. 


Besides that, hundreds of 
devotees thronged brightly 
lit gurdwaras across the 
country on Tuesday to pay 
obeisance to Guru Nanak 
Dev on his 550th birth an- 
niversary, with the epicen- 
ter of celebrations being at 
the holy city of Sultanpur 
Lodhi. Braving the morning 
chill, visitors offered prayers 


at various shrines and took 
part in ‘'‘langars' (free 
kitchens) and 'shabad kir- 
tans' . 

A long queue of devotees 
continued to pay their re- 
spects until the event was 
over. 

"He gave the ‘maha 
mantra’ to mankind -- 
"Naam Japo, Kirat Karo and 
Wand Chhako' - chant the 
name of God, put in hard 
and honest labour, and 
share the fruits of one's 
earnings with others," a 
local Ragi (Sikh priest) said 
regarding Guru’s message 


of peace, sharing, and unity. 

“The first Guru of the Sikh 
religion, the venerable Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji, is a unique 
symbol of India's rich saint 
tradition. His teachings, 
thoughts and his resolve to 
serve humanity are an in- 
spiration for us," said 
Gurmeet Singh, secretary of 
the Sikh Nanak Sar Temple. 

Brampton City Hall (2 
Wellington Street) will also 
mark the anniversary this 
weekend, with a public cel- 
ebration to be held from 1 - 


5 p.m. 


Diabetes Awareness Month - Let’s Defeat It Together! 


by Sonia Sidhu, MP 


This November marks the 
first time that Canada will 
officially mark November as 
Diabetes Awareness Month. 

I am extremely grateful to 
all of my Parliamentary col- 
leagues that supported my 
motion (M-173) this past 
May, which aims to raise 
awareness and education of 
diabetes as an important 
step in defeating this terrible 
disease that impacts the 
lives of so many Canadians. 

More than 11 million Cana- 
dians are impacted by this 
epidemic. Every three min- 
utes, another Canadian is di- 
agnosed with this terrible 
disease, which is a major 
cause of strokes, heart at- 
tacks, kidney failures and 
lower limb amputations. 

Presently, about three mil- 
lion Canadians are living 
with diagnosed diabetes. 
With the growth and aging 
of the Canadian population, 
the number of Canadians liv- 
ing with diabetes is expected 
to continue to increase in the 


coming years. 

When diabetes symptoms 
are caught early, the risk for 
future damage decreases. 
Awareness and education 
cannot only help people re- 
main healthy, but it can also 
help to identify early signs of 
diabetes and prevent onset 
for millions of Canadians. 
With an entire month dedi- 
cated to public education 
about the effects of diabetes, 
Canadians have an opportu- 
nity to grow and learn. 

This important public 
health issue is also being 
recognized by domestic and 
international groups. During 
my first term, I had opportu- 
nity to hold consultations 
across the country and at- 
tend international confer- 
ence where best practices 
from nations around the 
world were shared. 

These experiences rein- 
forced my belief that in- 
creased awareness and 
education is a necessary first 
step in reaching our goal of 


an updated national strategy 
to slow the incidence of dia- 
betes and eventually elimi- 
nate it. 

During this month, we 
mark World Diabetes Day 
which is held globally every 
Nov. 14, in honour of Sir 
Frederick Banting’s birthday, 
and is recognized as an offi- 
cial United Nations day. 

This is the world's largest 
diabetes awareness cam- 
paign, reaching a global au- 
dience of over one billion 
people in more than 160 
countries. The campaign 
draws attention to issues of 
paramount importance to 
the diabetes world and keeps 
diabetes firmly in the public 
and political spotlight. 

This year’s theme is Fam- 
ily and Diabetes. It is so im- 
portant to raise awareness 
of the impact that diabetes 
has on the family and sup- 
port network of those af- 
fected, and to promote the 
role of the family in the 
management, care, preven- 


tion and education of dia- 
betes. Families are urged to 
learn more about the warn- 
ing signs of diabetes and 
find out their risk of type 2 
diabetes. 

Some Canadians are at in- 
creased risk of diabetes, 
such as South Asians, first 
nations and Métis people 
and immigrants. There are 
higher rates of diabetes 
among Canadians with 
lower incomes and educa- 
tion. The incidence of Type 2 
diabetes and many other 
chronic diseases, such as 
cancer and cardiovascular 
diseases, can largely be re- 
duced. Scientific evidence 
demonstrates that by eating 
healthier, increasing physi- 
cal activity, moderating alco- 
hol use and not smoking, the 
onset of many chronic dis- 
eases can be prevented or 
delayed. 

Complex public health 
challenges such as chronic 
diseases, including diabetes, 
defy single solution ap- 


proaches. No organization, 
institution or sector of soci- 
ety acting alone can solve 
this challenge on their own. 

All segments of society, 
communities, academia, the 
charitable and not-for-profit 
sector and the private sector 
must work together if we are 
to be successful. 

The federal government 
has a significant role to play 
and funding innovative proj- 
ects such as the Diabetes 
Prevention Program with 
LMC Clinics, and through 
the Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research for St. 
Michael’s Hospital, that I had 
the honour of announcing, 
will certainly continue to be 
part of the solution. 

Educating and encourag- 
ing policies that support 
people with diabetes and 
those working to prevent it 
has been my priority since 
being elected in 2015. 

As a health care profes- 
sional for 18 years, I went to 
Ottawa well aware of the 


burden that diabetes had 
placed on our country and 
was very motivated to work 
toward finding long-term 
solutions. 

Locally, in my community, 
I sponsored a similar procla- 
mation for the City of 
Brampton in 2017. There has 
been increased interest 
among local stakeholders 
and community organiza- 
tions in acting on diabetes 
during this time and 
throughout the year. 

Let us combat this disease 
and its life-threatening com- 
plications by making Cana- 
dians familiar with diabetes 
warning signs, encouraging 
healthy lifestyle choices and 
making it possible to access 
the best quality of care. 
Canada gave insulin to the 
world, improving the lives of 
millions of people. 

There is no reason we can- 
not lead the fight to defeat 
diabetes. 
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CALENDAR a EVENTS 


Nov. hha a HOMBRES NIGHT 
at: Cabin, | ew 6:00PM-9:30PM 


NOV. 18TH LADIES NIGHT 

at: POSTA Italbar Cucina Port Credit 6:00PM-9:00PM 
DEC. IST elgg eel es 

at: Roc’n Doc’s, Port C | 4:30PM-8:30PM 


DEC. 3RD Family Friendly » TURKE Y DINNER 
at: Oasis Banquet Hall, Lakeview 6:30PM-9:30PM 


DEC. 7rH STREETSVILLE BREAKFAST 
at: Drake a Firkin Pub 8:00AM-11:00AM 


DEC. 10TH rupy cuzzetto mpp BITE at the BROGUE 
at: The Brogue Inn 6:30PM-8:30PM 
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